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Mission Statement
Disciples of Christ called to serve neighbors near and far
March 2017 Steeple.
Lent is here, and along with Lent we make our vows on Ash Wednesday to pray, to
fast, and to enter into a mindful relationship with God, self, others and creation. We
seek out those situations in our lives that enable us to experience the places of the holy
where we can follow a path that leads us closer to God.
The clergy of this diocese met with our Bishop the week of February 26 at Camp Gravatt, which is our diocesan conference center near Aiken, in order to begin our Lenten
preparation. Camp Gravatt is where the very popular children’s camp is held every
summer and where adults and youth gather for programs, events, and really good food.
We especially love to indulge in the Gravatt Squares; those delicious treats of chocolate and peanut butter made fresh in the kitchen.
We arrived at Gravatt Monday afternoon and immediately jumped into our retreat with
Evening Prayer. After supper, we began the first of several sessions of teaching and
discussion led by Brother David Vryhof from the Society of St. John the Evangelist in
Cambridge, Massachusetts. Brother David led us through five sessions on the theme
he called the 5 Marks of Love: Tell, Teach, Tend, Transform, and Treasure, which he
briefly defined as:

INSIDE THIS
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Tell: Proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom.
Teach: Teach, baptize, and nurture new believers.

Sr. Warden’s
Thoughts
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Tend: Respond to human need by loving service.

Jr. Warden’s
Comments
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Transform: Transform unjust structures; challenge violence of every kind, and pursue
peace and reconciliation.

Ecumenical
Services List

Treasure: Strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of
the earth.
[ 5 Marks of Love, page 4 ]
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Prayer List

Each of these marks represent the Christ within us. Each of these marks of love leads
us on a path that gives new life and a fresh meaning to our everyday activities. Each
one enables us to grow into a new likeness with Christ and to become more aware of
5
our common human connections. One example which comes to mind is our sincere
and authentic exchange of the peace at the Sunday Eucharist. So, in those memorable
6 & words of St. Paul; “we pass it on”. Elsewhere in this Steeple, I will share with you
Bishop Waldo’s introductory letter concerning the 5 Marks of Love. I will also share with
8
you the booklet itself, which we will use when we gather together for our discussions
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and short activities on Sundays from 9AM-9:45AM during Lent and Easter.
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Some Sundays during Lent and Easter we will gather in the parish hall with John
Hulsey and his son Cam as their supportive faith community to participate in their
preparation for confirmation when Bishop Waldo comes to visit Ascension on June 11.
Anyone preparing for confirmation needs the presence and prayers of those who are
already members to share in this holy time. Also, you will benefit along with John and
Cam as you refresh your understanding of the Episcopal Church. (Continued on pg 2)
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VESTRY VOICES
Thoughts from the Senior Warden
Growing up in a large, close knit church in Maryland, observing the traditions of Lent became a gradual
learning experience. One could commit to fasting which usually meant serving fish one or two days a
week, usually Wednesday or Friday. In Maryland that was really not a sacrifice; the Chesapeake Bay is
home to a wide variety of seafood and fish was more of a staple in our diet that a form of fasting.
We could “give up” certain types of luxuries as a form of penance, usually that meant desserts and/or
sweets such as chocolate. I come from a family of “chocoholics” so this, for me was a struggle and when
dark chocolate was declared acceptable in one’s diet I was secretly grateful. A third tradition is adding a
Lenten spiritual discipline such as reading a daily devotional or praying through a Lenten calendar.
All of these traditional observances are in commemoration of the 40 days Jesus spent fasting in the desert
before beginning his public ministry, and the practice of Lenten disciplines is to draw us closer to God. At
Ascension a devotional tradition is offered in the form of “Stations of the Cross”. Beginning the Friday after Ash Wednesday Stations of the Cross will be offered at 12 noon each Friday through Lent. On Good
Friday Stations will be said outside before and as part of the evening observance.
Stations of the Cross or Way of the Cross is a centuries old tradition. It’s also known as Way of Sorrows
or Via Crucis. This act of penance or reverence refers to a series of images depicting Jesus on the day of
his crucifixion with accompanying prayers. The tradition is believed to have grown out of pilgrims walking
the Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem; a path thought to be the actual route Jesus walked to Calvary.
This “spiritual path” or journey is arranged in 14 numbered plaques and as one travels from image to image the group stops at each “station” to say selected prayers and reflections. The style, form and placement of the plaques follows tradition at Ascension and the plaques can be found along the side walls of
the church. “Stations” are not limited to inside the walls of a church, they may be found in numerous countries as ornate garden settings created especially for the “walk”.
If you would like to add a new devotional experience to your Lent I invite you to walk the “stations” beginning Friday March 3 at 12 noon and continuing for the 6 weeks of Lent.
Betty Stephens
Senior Warden
(Continued from pg 1)
When the Bishop comes, you can also renew your vows; there are prayers for this very purpose. I will be
sending more information about the dates when we gather together so that you may mark them on your
calendars. I hope to see everyone in church during Lent. Christ was the great teacher and the Church today is a “Teaching Church”. We never stop learning, we never stop asking questions and we never take
the journey of faith, hope, and charity alone.
Peace to you for a holy Lent.,
Deedie+
Please read Our Bishop’s vision letter to us; reflecting on the 5 Marks of Love.—
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Junior Warden’s Comments
So far, late January and early February have been fairly quiet as far as the building and grounds are concerned. Thanks to Ruth and Jim Tolbert for trimming the Knock Out roses in the Biblical Garden. I would
also like to thank Margaret and Dennis Barre for removing the dead tree near the entrance of the church.
Numerous attempts to revive the tree failed. I think the summer drought got it.
Lou Leffler and I plan to change the church lighting from incandescent to LED lighting in the coming
weeks. Thanks to Lou for his work in investigating all the lighting choices. Approximately forty bulbs will
be changed which will hopefully lead to some energy cost savings.
The Cyprus tree leading up the driveway to the church will have the dead limbs trimmed in the coming
weeks. It is either a victim of insect damage or the drought.
The upcoming Lenten season will present additional challenges as the church prepares to host the Ecumenical service in late March. The Biblical Garden will need additional grooming and mulch replenishment. So, as spring arrives, there will be plenty to do.
By Gil Huggins
Christian Education News:
Christian Education Classes for Lent and Easter. These dates will be
announced soon. Confirmation classes with John and Cam Hulsey.
Classes for Curriculum: The 5 Marks of Love
Remember to get your free Handbook for Lent Madness from the office foyer table.

Seneca Ecumenical Lenten Services
Date
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
*March 29
April 5
April 12 (Holy Week)

Host Church
Trinity Baptist
Seneca Presbyterian
Ebenezer Baptist
Ann Hope UMC
Ascension Episcopal
St. Paul the Apostle
St. Mark UMC

Preacher
Jim Morgan
Todd Davis
Ryan Wilson
W.C. Honeycutt
Father William Hearne
Nancy Morris
Deedie Marshall

The Ecumenical Lenten Services begin at 12:00 Noon each Wednesday during Lent.
A luncheon is served following the service.
Come walk the Stations of the Cross, inside at Ascension each Friday in Lent
starting at 12:00 noon: March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, April 7
and on Good Friday at 5pm: April 14 Outside (weather permitting)
followed by our Good Friday service at 6pm
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OUTREACH MINISTRY
Souper Bowl of Caring
SIXTY ONE pounds of soup was collected for the Souper Bowl of Caring Campaign! The Golden Corner
Food Pantry was very grateful for our continued support of their work. Thanks to all who contributed to this
important ministry.

Ann Hope
Mark your calendars for March 15. Ascension will cook and serve dinner to folks who need a good hot meal
at Ann Hope. What a beautiful way to serve the Lord during this Lenten season. John Hulsey will be cooking…please join us!

Lenten Ecumenical Luncheon
The Ecumenical Service on Wednesday March 29th starts at 12:00 noon with Father William Hearne from
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church preaching. Come early for a good seat and a closer parking spot!
Cowboy soup, a la chef John Hulsey, will be served to around 200 people following the noontime service.
We could use all hands on deck!

Next Outreach Meeting

MONDAY March 13th at 4 pm in the Counting Room

United Thank Offering
“Church of the Ascension, Seneca, With grateful thanks to your parish for the contribution of $200.00 to the
2016 Fall United Thank Offering Ingathering. Enabling us to send $12,645.07 Fall Blessings towards the
2017 UTO Grants.”
Phyllis Webb, EDUSC Diocesan UTO Chair

By Tricia Dodge

COMMUNITY GARDEN
Anyone wanting to adopt a community garden box should let Gil Huggins, Jr. Warden know. We’ve had an
excellent yield of vegetables each year that we offered to feed the residents at Our Daily Rest homeless
shelter in Seneca. Let us continue this blessing of God’s harvest to our community.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake BREAKFAST
John Hulsey prepared the Shrove Tuesday Breakfast, along with his
helpers Bruce Marshall, Lou Leffler and Ginger Strong-Tidman. Leila
Walker, Linda Pressley, Carolyn Ross and Sue Dolinar greeted
many newcomers and served about 67 meals from 7:00 to 11:00am.
Thanks to John and so many others who made our first Shrove
Tuesday Breakfast a great success!
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Golden Corner Respite Care Program
By Kathy Birkett, Program Director
We continue to provide activities for people with dementia and a break for their caregivers. This month we
welcomed two new participants.
Our January activities included:
 A New Year’s party and a wishing tree.
 A real Tai Chi class with a certified instructor.
 Celebrating Chinese New Year with authentic activities and foods.
 Reminiscing about our families and events we loved.
 Re-visiting history learning a little about Martin Luther King, Jr.’s effect on civil rights.
 Playing Name That Tune and getting surprised with the quickness everyone could remember
favorite tunes!
Do you have some small prizes you would like to share with the program to help fill our “Prize Vault”? Small
items like nail file, lotions, and other non-food goodies.
If you have something you would like to donate, please feel free to leave in a bag at the office or contact
me whenever needed.
Caregiver’s Corner
Thoughts for caregivers who may be struggling with meeting everyone else’s needs and a good reminder
for all of us.
10 Ways To Love
1. Listen without interrupting. (Proverbs 18)
2. Speak without accusing. (James 1:19)
3. Give without sparing (Proverbs 21:26)
4. Pray without ceasing. (Colossians 1:9)
5. Answer without arguing. (Proverbs 17:1)
6. Share without pretending. (Ephesians 4:15)
7. Enjoy without complaint. (Philippians 2:14)
8. Trust without wavering. (Corinthians 13:7)
9. Forgive without punishing. (Colossians 3:13)
10. Promise without forgetting. (Proverbs 13:12)
Contact Info:
GoldenCornerRespiteCare@gmail.com
864-973-7590
HELPING HANDS HOME
Helping Hands is always in need of the following for the home: disposable diapers, paper towels , aluminum foil, bathroom tissues, zip-lock storage bags, shampoo, tall kitchen bags, laundry detergent, fabric
softener, dish soap, Kleenex tissues. You may bring these items to the Parish Hall Entrance anytime..
The Home thanks you for your past help.
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Presiding Bishop Michael Curry led an Episcopal Relief & Development reconciliation pilgrimage to Ghana
in January. Here are some excerpts from the ENS account of the trip. For the full article click here.
The group posed for a photo following a Jan. 22 Eucharist at the Cathedral Church of the Most Holy Trinity in Accra. Photo: Lynette Wilson/
Episcopal News Service

Even though Anglican and Episcopal churches later participated in and sometimes led the abolitionist
movement, the churches and individual Anglicans and Episcopalians benefited from the slave trade. The
75th General Convention in 2006 sought to address the church’s role in slavery. In 2008, the Episcopal
Church formally apologized for its involvement in slavery and the trans-Atlantic slave trade.
Slavery’s legacy is “not only race,” said Curry, but the contradiction that the American republic was founded
on democratic principles and the idea that all are created equal.
“Bearing the language of the equality of humanity, though not fully living into it yet, that was a living contradiction … America has struggled to resolve. A civil war happened because it was unresolved,” he said.
“And all the struggles after that, Reconstruction, the rise of Jim Crow segregation, the emergence of the
civil rights movement … a lot of the tensions and divisions that you see in American society now, some of
their origins are traceable to the fact that in our [nation’s] originating DNA, the issue of freedom and slavery
was not resolved, human equality was not fully resolved. Although they [the Founding Fathers] were
headed in the right direction, they weren’t quite there.”
When Thomas Jefferson wrote “that all men are created equal” in the Declaration of Independence, he
owned slaves; other Founding Fathers owned slaves; President George Washington owned slaves; slaves
also served Presidents James Madison, James Monroe, Andrew Jackson, William Henry Harrison, John
Tyler, James Knox Polk and Zachary Taylor. Slave labor helped build the White House in Washington, D.C.
This legacy of contradiction, of inequality and racism, that Americans and Episcopalians, black and white,
continue to live with today is a legacy the Episcopal Church seeks to confront through its racial reconciliation work.
In 2015, General Convention passed a budget that emphasized racial reconciliation, something Curry has
focused on and has asked the church to work on since his installation as presiding bishop in November
2015.
(Continued on pg 8)
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Remember Those on our Prayer List
For the healing of: Louise*, Reta*, George M*, Carolyn P*, Kenn*, Jane*, Liz*, Millard*, Leslie, Honey,
Doug, Betsey, Michael, William, +Jack Spong, Mary, Jan, April, +Donald Hultstrand, Jaron, Lynn P,
Justin, Janice, Ann S, Ann M, Linda Gosnell+, Karen, Susan, Ruth, Jimmy. Pray for the Children, Staff
and Workers at the Helping Hands Home, Families and Individuals at Our Daily Rest, and our community, The people in Cange and the surrounding regions of Haiti, helped through Safe Harbor and fed by
Stop Hunger Now. Pray for the youth of our nation and all victims of gun and domestic violence. Pray for
world peace. Pray for those effected by the recent snow storms and floods.
Our Servicemen and Servicewomen, their families and for the safety of: Grace, Jay, Ben, Andrew,
Patrick, Scott, Hunter, Wayne
(* attending Ascension; members)
Pray for all the faithful departed. May they rest in peace.

Lent begins Wednesday 01 March 2017, and so does Lent Madness. Thirty-two saintly people will tee up to be voted for by us
each weekday at www.lentmadness,org. The 32 will evolve to the
Saintly 16, then the Elate 8, to the Faithful 4, and finally the Golden
Halo. This is fun and informative, led by two priests: Scott Gunn
and Tim Schenck who serve as the self-appointed Lent Madness
supreme Executive committee. Lent Madness booklets are available on the foyer table.

Ascension Episcopal Church welcomes all to attend our Lenten Services:
Ash Wednesday

March 1

12:00 noon and 6pm

Ecumenical Lenten Service

March 29

12:00 noon, with Lunch to follow

Palm Sunday

April 9

8:00am and 10:00am

Maundy Thursday

April 13

7pm

Good Friday

April 14

6pm

Easter

April 16

7am Sunrise Service and 10:00am

Clergy Contact Information:
Our Rector, The Rev. Carol “Deedie” Marshall can be reached:
Church Office: 864-882-2006 ; Pastoral Emergency Phone: 864-985-8758
Email: rev.anne2006@gmail.com Or: ascensionworship@bellsouth.net
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(Continued from pg 6)
Slavery’s legacy is also something Upper South Carolina Bishop Andrew Waldo, who grew up in the Jim
Crow South and has studied his family’s history, grapples with in his life. “I come from a family that has
been in this country for a very long time, many generations of Virginia, South Carolina,
Mississippi slaveholders, probably two dozen Confederate officers, naval infantry, cavalry, the whole
works,” said Waldo in an interview at Cape Coast Castle, another slave castle not far from the one in
Elmina.
Waldo made these discoveries while studying his family’s genealogy, not because his parents discussed it.
He began to discover how deeply involved his family was in enslaving people. Ancestors owned plantations in Virginia and southern Mississippi, and his great-great-grandfather likely attended an Episcopal
church alongside Jefferson Davis, who served as president of the Confederacy during the Civil War.
“I realized that if I was going to be faithful to God’s call to me as a reconciler, then I couldn’t let that history
just lie there, that I was going to be somebody finding ways to heal, to repair, to reconnect,” said Waldo,
saying that the reconciliation pilgrimage added a sense of urgency to his work.
“When you see how many hundreds of thousands, millions of people came through these places, and sat
in those dungeons,” he said, to arrive in the United States to meet the master’s whip, to be baptized and
be stripped of their names. “I can only be certain that my ancestors did that to people, so I had to shift
course for my family.”
Waldo also is shifting the course in his diocese, where six years into his episcopacy, after he’d gotten a
sense of “the lay of the land,” he’s initiated a race and reconciliation committee. The 13 members of the
committee came from among 40 people, all with “deep stakes” in the conversation, who applied for an appointment.
Through personal stories, including Waldo’s own, Upper South Carolina Episcopalians are beginning to
confront racism and slavery’s legacy in their lives and communities. ...

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and Massachusetts
Bishop Suffragan Gayle Harris share a moment at
Elmina Caste, one of 50 castles on Africa’s west
coast that served as points of embarkation for
slaves shipped to the Americas and the Caribbean.
Photo: Lynette Wilson/Episcopal News Service.

The courtyard at Cape Coast Castle. Slaves
occupied the dungeons, soldiers the next level
and officers the upper level.
Photo: Lynette Wilson/Episcopal News Service
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Tripp William Tuten
Ross and Necia
Nanelle Cook were
united in holy matrimony on Saturday,
February 18, 2017,
at the Old Stone
Church in Clemson,
SC. A beautiful reception followed at
the home of Linda
and Todd Moseley in
Seneca.

March Birthdays
March 4
March 8
March 12
March 13
March 23
March 24
March 25
March 30

Deedie Marshall
Mark Davidson
Ann Smith
Lowell Ross
Ben Phillips
Sam Mango
Margaret Barre
Ellen Kochansky

NOTE: Diocesan Convention recommends that each
person contribute $10 in thanksgiving for a birthday to
the Diocese to provide support for new missions. Send
checks to:“Builders for Mission”, Episcopal Diocese of
Upper South Carolina, 1115 Marion St., Columbia, SC

March Anniversaries
March 29 Russ and Sharon Rogers
March 30 Mike and Ellen Sanford

Coming Events

Tripp began his college career at Anderson University, where he played baseball. After transferring to
Clemson University, he completed his degree in environmental engineering. He is an assistant estimator
for J. Davis Construction Company. Necia, an Anderson University graduate, teaches fourth grade at
Clemson Elementary.
The couple will reside in Clemson.

*********MOVIE NIGHT********
No Charge. 6pm refreshments

Tripp grew up at
Ascension, where he
has faithfully served as an acolyte since he was a little
boy.

Showing “The Doctor”

MARCH 14

6:30pm Movie (William Hurt as Dr. Jack McKee)

Jack McKee is a Doctor with it all: he’s successful, he’s rich, extremely self-centered and he has no
problems….until he is diagnosed with throat cancer. Now that he has seen medicine, hospitals, and
doctors from a patient’s perspective, he realizes that there is more to being a doctor than surgery and
prescriptions, and more to life than serving only his own needs.

March 12

March 17 St. Patrick’s Day
May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind always be at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
and rains fall soft upon your fields,
and until we meet again,
may God hold you in the palm of his hand.
March 20 First Day of Spring
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The Gifts of Giving to Our Community
Please continue to support the Golden Corner Food Pantry (non-perishable food
items), Pregnancy Care Center (diapers and baby items), Lions Club
(eyeglasses and hearing aids) & Our Daily Rest (non-perishable food items, toiletries, kitchen staples).
Safe Harbor-Oconee Shelter is in need of paper towels, Lysol, nail-clippers,
twin mattress covers, diapers size 5,6, alarm clocks, night-lights.
Please place all donated items in their collection baskets in the narthex.

The Steeple is published monthly except during the summer. The Editors are Anne Hulsey
[A16Hulsey@gmail.com] and Bruce Marshall [bmars52@gmail.com]. Please submit articles for The Steeple to the editor (with a copy to the Church Office) by the 15th of the month preceding publication. Submissions should use Arial 11 font.
Articles submitted to The Steeple for publication must be dated and signed with the submitter’s full contact
information. If the article is a reprint, indicate that information and be certain that you have permission from
the original publisher, if necessary. All submissions will be reviewed and approved by the Rector prior to
publication in The Steeple. Editor’s Note: Please let us know if you encounter problems viewing this email.
We will continue to produce a few hard copies of The Steeple. Please notify the Church Office if you need
one.

Budget Box

Jan Actual
Income
Expense

Jan Budget

2017 Actual

YTD Budget

6,730

8,552

6,730

8,552

10,016

12,422

10,016

12,422

Pledge income was $1100 less than budget.
Non Pledge income was also less than budget by $500.
Total income was $1800 less than budget.
Expenses were $2400 under budget.
All expenses were within budget limits except for utilities. The electricity was considerably over
budget primarily because of the cold weather in early January.
We began 2017 with $173,000 in reserve funds. $10,000 of this reserve was transferred to the operating account during the month.
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