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Mission Statement
Disciples of Christ called to serve neighbors near and far
Greetings to all this lovely month of October….
If it is October, it must be Stewardship Time!! The most exciting time of the year!!
Ascension’s Stewardship Campaign this year is “Ascensions’ 3-G’s of Mission”
The Campaign will run through the entire month of October.
I will speak to you during the sermon time on October 1 to introduce the theme and set
the rationale for our focus.
Betty Stephens, our Senior Warden and another vestry member will speak to you on
October 8. Also, on October 8, there will be another Called Parish Meeting. This will
serve as the follow up to our meeting a couple of months ago. You will want to be sure
and attend this meeting. The information will be vital to how we move forward as a parish. Please make every effort to attend this parish meeting as well as all the Stewardship Sundays in October. Also, on All Saints Sunday, November 5, you are invited to
our Appreciation Luncheon immediately following the Holy Eucharist.
Included in my message is an excerpt from the Diocese on Stewardship of People,
Place and Money. Please read carefully and respond to the written activities provided in
preparation for our Stewardship Campaign. This year’s campaign will be one of the
most important and necessary for full participation in the history of Ascension.
“Ascension’s 3-G’s of Mission” schedule:
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Prayer List
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October 29-Pledege Card deadline. Cards will be collected and placed on the Altar for
blessings at the time of the Holy Eucharist.

Cange Report
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November 5- Appreciation Luncheon in the Parish Hall, immediately following the Holy
Eucharist.

October 1-Rector’s Message on Stewardship
October 8-Stewardship Speakers- Betty Stephens and Lynn Robinson
Called parish Meeting- Update on the state of Ascension
October 15-Stewardshp Speakers- Carolyn Ross and Gil Huggins
October 22-Designated Day of Prayer for Ascension

Coming Events

Blessings and see you in Church,

From the Organ 8
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Deedie+
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(Stewardship continued on page 2)

Budget Box
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( continued from page 1 ) ( taken from: STEWARDSHIP from EDUSC, “Strategic Visioning Resource”)
Stewardship and Care of People, Place and Money
...and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house; and of all that you give me I will surely
give one tenth to you. (GENESIS 28:22)
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who
believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and good and
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. (ACTS 2:42-44)
The sharing of all that God has given to us-our gifts of treasure, time and talent-has always been a
principal aspect of showing gratitude to God.
The following questions are intended to help you reflect on the character and extent of your stewardship
of the people, places and money to whom and to which you are connected and for which you share
responsibility.
STEP 1: The Character of a Disciple
What are the characteristics of a mature disciple who stewards and cares for people, place and money?
Make a list of these characteristics.
STEP 2: Discovery and Action
STEWARDSHIP AND CARE OF PEOPLE-DISCOVERY QUESTIONS
1. How do we care for our clergy and lay leadership? Do we provide them with resources to grow?
Do we protect them from exhaustion and burn-out?
STEWARDSHIP AND CARE OF PEOPLE-ACTION QUESTIONS
1. What SPECIFIC steps will we take to take better care of our clergy and lay leaders?
STEWARDSHIP AND CARE OF PLACE-DISCOVERY QUESTIONS
1. How do we demonstrate care of the Earth-the air we breathe, the water we drink and the space in which
we live?
STEWARDSHIP AND CARE OF MONEY-DISCOVERY QUESTIONS
1. Do we have an understanding of the Biblical nature of stewardship? Are we expressing gratitude to God or
are we “fundraising?”
2. How are we educating the parish about stewardship?
3. How do we execute the financial portion of our annual stewardship effort?
Are we comfortable talking about money?
4. What has and what has not worked?
5. Are our vestry/leaders leading by example in stewardship?
6. Who do we see as stewardship leaders? Why?
STEWARDSHIP AND CARE OF MONEY-ACTION QUESTIONS
1. How can we as leaders deepen our understanding of the Biblical nature of stewardship, and what
SPECIFIC steps we take to educate the parish about it?
2. What SPECIFIC steps will we take to improve the financial portion of our annual stewardship effort?
How will we help people be more comfortable talking about money?
3. What SPECIFIC steps can we take to help the lay leadership and clergy lead by example in stewardship?
STEP 3: Vivid Description
Describe, in 10 lines or fewer and in vivid, action-oriented narrative, how you want participants within your
faith community to engage the stewardship and care of people, place and money.
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Thoughts from the Senior Warden

The Role of Women
This month, October, our Rector, the Reverend Deedie Phillips Marshall, will celebrate the anniversary
of her ordination. It marks not only her place in the Episcopal Church, it marks with distinction the
distance women have come in leadership roles over many years. Literally hundreds of years ago for
those women who answered “God’s call” the only place of service was a convent. In 1845, Anne Ayres,
a parishioner in the Church of the Holy Communion in New York City, became the first American
religious Sister in the Anglican tradition.
By 1889 female Deacons had become a way for single women to care for the needs of the poor and
sick and to train young people in our faith. However they had to resign if they married. We move on to
the 1960’s and 1970’s – a time period where many forward strides were taken towards equal rights for
women within the church. 1964 – Deaconesses were allowed to marry; 1970 - women could serve as
lay readers and deputies to General Convention; 1973 - a resolution was passed to ordain women to
the priesthood; and in 1975 Canon Law was changed to welcome women into the three fold ministry
of Deacon, Priest, and Bishop.
And on a personal note I remember well when a close friend in our church in York, Pa became our first
female Eucharistic Minister. For all the years after that we both remained in York we exchanged our
own special Christmas greeting as she administered the chalice during the midnight service. The first
female Bishop in the Episcopal Church was Barbara Clementine Harris, elected in 1989. The top of the
ladder was reached in 2006 when we welcomed with great celebration Katharine Jefferts Schori as our
presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church. Since then fifteen women have worn the Bishop’s Miter.
Regardless of the gender of our leaders, the Episcopal Church continues to have a reputation for its
serious work in all social issues – the poor, the environment, development in poor nations such as Haiti
and relief of those suffering from Aids in Africa, inclusion of the gay communities as seen in the ordination of the first gay Bishop. The expanding role of women within a church is greatest in the Episcopal
Church.
Betty Stephens, Sr. Warden

Junior Warden’s Comments
This month has been very busy for your Junior Warden and others.
First, I would like to thank Lou Leffler and Linda Pressley for their hard work in helping replace the 40 incandescent light bulbs in the church with new LED units. This
should help lower our electrical energy usage.
The church dishwasher needed a tune-up, and thanks to the efforts of John
Hulsey, it has been repaired. The discovery of two spoons in the drain and a kinked
line in the sanitizing unit were taken care of and hopefully the unit will continue to
give us service for many more years.
The lawn service, led by Larry Gilliam, continues to make headway in
keeping our campus groomed. He also cleaned out the church gutters before Irma
made her appearance. That was a good thing as the downspouts were already
clogged with limbs and debris.
You may have noticed that there is a new drain pipe running parallel to the
wall as you enter the Parish Hall. This was done in an effort to help alleviate the
overflow from the old drain, which is apparently clogged somewhere underground.
Thankfully there were no flooding issues in the church when Irma rolled through our
area.
Many of the chairs in the Parish Hall have new foot cushions. There
continues to be a problem with the older chairs losing their caps due to aging and
cracking.
“How many Episcopalians does it take to change
In the coming weeks, the hedges around the
a light bulb?”
church will be trimmed and the garden boxes cleaned
Here Lou Leffler and Linda Pressley take that
and hoses stored. There is still a need to get various
challenge as they carefully change out 40 light
florescent lighting fixtures repaired in the parish hall.
bulbs in the nave at Ascension.
I am honored to be your Junior Warden, Gil Huggins
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OUTREACH MINISTRY
Ann Hope
The Outreach Committee served dinner to about 100 hungry neighbors at Ann Hope United Methodist
Church on September 20. Our chef, John Hulsey, prepared a delicious meal of beef and chicken tacos
with rice and baked beans, pico de gallo, salsa and chips. The diners were very appreciative for the efforts of all the committee that came to serve them the meal. The Winter date for serving at Ann Hope is
November 15. Please plan to join us for this very enjoyable occasion.
Trash and Treasure Sale
Please begin to stockpile your treasures for a Spring Trash and Treasure Sale. The date is May 5, 2018.
Ministers’ Cook-Off
Save the date of Thursday, November 2, 2017 from 5:30 to 7:00 pm at Clemson United Methodist Church
(Christian Life Center). Awards for best recipes and table decorations. There will be food and fun for all!
Proceeds to benefit Safe Harbor. We are serving “Bites from the Garden of Olives”.

October 21 at 9:00AM
We are gearing up to pack 10,152 meals for refugees and others in need on October 21 st. The truck
will arrive at 9:00 am for setup, and we will begin packing around 10.
We need at least 40 volunteers; therefore if you know of college or high school students who want to add
some community service to their resume or maybe some good friends who just want to help, please let
Tricia Dodge know right away.
We will also need some breakfast items that morning. If you would like to donate bagels, doughnuts,
muffins, or OJ, please drop them off at the church or bring them on Saturday morning.

The Steeple is published monthly except during the summer. The Editors are Bruce Marshall and Anne
Hulsey . Please submit articles for The Steeple to the Church Office by the 15th of the month preceding
publication. Submissions should use Arial 11 font.
Articles submitted to The Steeple for publication must be dated and signed with the submitter’s full contact
information. If the article is a reprint, indicate that information and be certain that you have permission from
the original publisher, if necessary. All submissions will be reviewed and approved by the Rector prior to
publication in The Steeple. Editor’s Note: Please let us know if you encounter problems viewing this email.
We will continue to produce a few hard copies of The Steeple. Please notify the Church Office if you need
one.
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Remember Those on our Prayer List
For the healing of: Joyce*, Lowell*, John*, Louise*, Reta*, George M*, Carolyn P*, Jane*, Millard*,
Jean*, Dean, Mildred, Amy, Jane, Bill, Mehreen, John, Chris, April, Ruth. Pray for the Children, Staff and
Workers at the Helping Hands Home, Families and Individuals at Our Daily Rest, and our community, The
people in Cange and the surrounding regions of Haiti, those helped through Safe Harbor and fed by Rise
Against Hunger. Pray for the youth of our nation and all victims of gun and domestic violence. Pray for
world peace. Pray for those effected by the recent hurricanes, wild fires and floods.
Our Servicemen and Servicewomen, their families and for the safety of: John, Bayne, Grace,
Ben, Andrew, Patrick, Scott, Hunter, Wayne
(* attending Ascension; members)
Entered the Larger Life: Doug Young of Westminster died Thursday September 7. A
memorial service is planned for September 30 at 2:30pm at Utica Baptist Church in
Seneca. Memorials in his memory may be made to Oconee Forever 1510 Blue Ridge
Blvd, Suite 205B Seneca, SC 29672. Condolences may be expressed online by visiting www.sandiferfuneralhome.com .
Pray for the shooter, Stephen Paddock and all those who lost their life in the recent shooting in Las
Vegas, their families and those recovering.
Pray for all the faithful departed. May they rest in peace.

Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi:
Blessing of the Animals
John Hulsey with torchbearers Levi Hautala and Noah Hulsey

Wednesday Oct. 4

9-12 pm and
2-5:30pm

Clergy Contact Information:
Our Rector, The Rev. Carol “Deedie” Marshall can be reached:
Church Office: 864-882-2006 ; Pastoral Emergency Phone: 864-985-8758
Email: cmpusc2001@gmail.com Or: ascensionworship@bellsouth.net
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Cange Report
The hurricanes did not severely impact Haiti. There was a low grade (4.3) earthquake that impacted Bois
Joli and Cange but thankfully no serious effects.
EDUSC was able to meet its commitment to Ecole Bon Sauveur, which included teacher salaries through
June 2017. We clearly informed the EBS leadership that we would not be able to provide significant funding for the school going forward. It is our hope that appropriate action will be taken by the Diocese of Haiti;
there are options. We do expect the opportunity to provide funds for some of the school time meals. EBS
is open as of now.
A recent Haiti inspection revealed that the only location without cholera is Cange. The reason is the water
system that has been installed and upgraded by Clemson Engineers in Developing Countries with the financing from our Diocese. There is currently need for a new chlorinator that will cost an estimated $6,800,
of which $1,345 is available. If anyone would like to contribute to this, please send funds to Holy Trinity
Clemson earmarked for Cange water system chlorinator, attention Lynne Farmer (parish administrator).
If anyone would like to participate on a mission trip to the Cange area, please let me know and we can
discuss details. The Partnership Cange symposium is scheduled for 23-24 February 2018 at St Peter’s
Greenville.
Thanks,
Lou Leffler.

Coming Events
FUN AND FELLOWSHIP
Sunday October 8 5-7 PM
Bring your favorite beverage with an hors d'oeuvre to share. If you have a fun story, talent or experience to
share bring that too! This is a relaxing time to share fun and fellowship with our fellow disciples! For further
information, please contact Ginger Strong-Tidman 864-944-0354.
RISE AGAINST HUNGER – PACKING PARTY
Saturday October 21 9AM
Come to Ascension's parish hall at 9am to help our Outreach Ministry pack over 10,152 meals. Sign up on
the church bulletin board that you'll be joining us that morning. Wear comfortable shoes and clothes.
Snacks & Drinks available. If you have any questions, please contact Tricia Dodge at 864-944-0979.
MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR LIZ METZGER
Saturday October 21
12:30PM
Please stay after the Rise Against Hunger event for a special Memorial Service for Liz Metzger at or about
12:30PM at Ascension. Come gather together to remember our dear friend.
OKTOBERFEST Friday—Sunday October 20-22
Ascension will have a food tent on Main Street in Walhalla during this year's Oktoberfest. If you would like
to help with this event, please contact Linda Pressley (256) 557-0217 or John Hulsey (864) 710-7112; or
call the church office.
MINISTERS’ COOK-OFF Thursday, November 2 5:30 to 7:00 PM
Come by Clemson United Methodist Church (Christian Life Center) and sample MANY delicious delicacies.
Awards are given for best recipes and table decorations. There will be food and fun for all! Proceeds to
benefit Safe Harbor. Ascension is serving “Bites from the Garden of Olives”.
BELK CHARITY DAY Sale Saturday, November 4 6-10AM
Ascension 's church office and vestry will be selling $5 tickets which you can redeem the day of the sale or
on pre-sale dates Oct. 23 - Nov. 3. That $5 ticket purchased through Ascension, benefits the church and
allows you to get $5 off your store purchase. Please buy several of these tickets to get $5 off each of your
purchases in several departments at Belk/ Applewood Plaza, Seneca.
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Dear Members and friends of Ascension,
Although the temperatures betray the time of year, autumn is a good time for new opportunities and
changes in our lives. It has been a memorable experience being the organist/choir director of the Church
of the Ascension since April 2015. My first Sunday was Pentecost, and the new look at the liturgical year
through Episcopalian eyes was an adventure. Over the course of the last two and a half years, my head
has been filled with liturgy and music of the Episcopal church and quality anthems for our choir. Singing
the Exultet at the Easter Vigil and carrying the Paschal candle for the solemn procession were experiences
I will cherish. A special joy was the APS system on the Baldwin organ which uses real orchestral
instruments for solo stops. The Clavinova in the choir room/chapel is very nice too and was enjoyable to
use when we had choir rehearsals on Wednesdays.
I have gained some close friends from church and from the Sewanee Music Conference in Tennessee. Our many sources of common ground gave us good conversations and some wonderful shared
times together.
I will remember you all and what you meant to my husband Richard and me. Richard enjoyed substituting
for me, and because of this experience is going to help the fine folks at St Andrew’s Episcopal in Hartwell,
Ga. I will be organist and choral accompanist at Pickens Presbyterian Church with an antique pipe organ
from the turn of the century which traveled here from Nebraska and a 1928 restored Steinway baby grand
piano. We will both begin these new ventures on October 8. As we move on, I wish you well and I will
pray for you.
Thanks to Deedie and the vestry for the opportunity to serve God here at Ascension. Special thanks goes
to Connie for always being gracious as she took my bulletin and newsletter information and helped the
choir and me with whatever I asked and so much more. To others, thanks for all the kindnesses shown
during our time here and especially to our faithful choir who supported my work and whose commitment to
choral music is admirable.
My last Sunday at Ascension was made very special by so many. I would like
to thank the vestry and congregation for the lovely musically-decorated leather
journal, the choir for the beautiful card and Chalice hymnal and service book
set selected by Lynn Robinson, Muriel Sampson for the box of English tea,
Lou Leffler for the special remembrance, and Jane Fisher and Carolyn Ross
for the delicious refreshments, red velvet cake, butterfly delight and tour of
Seneca homes on Saturday! All of these gifts are wonderful and very
special. I will cherish our times together and think of you with fondness.
Love, Joyce Thompson

My college recital at St. David
Lutheran Church West Columbia, SC

Leather Journal Gift

Pastor at Pickens Presbyterian Church in Pickens, SC
looking on as I play their pipe organ.
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Please continue to support the Golden Corner Food Pantry, Pregnancy Care
Center & Our Daily Rest with non-perishable food items, diapers & baby items.
The need is great for many in our community. Your small donations make a
great difference in the lives of others. Collection boxes are located in the Narthex.

October Birthdays

October Anniversaries

October 26 Tripp Ross

October 10 Lou and Barbara Leffler

NOTE: Diocesan Convention recommends
that each person contribute $10 in thanksgiving for a birthday to the Diocese to provide support for new missions. Send
checks to:“Builders for Mission”, Episcopal
Diocese of Upper South Carolina, 1115
Marion St., Columbia, SC 29201-3706

HELPING HANDS HOME
Helping Hands is always in need of the following for the home: disposable diapers, paper towels , aluminum foil, bathroom tissues, zip-lock storage bags, shampoo, tall kitchen bags, laundry detergent, fabric
softener, dish soap, Kleenex tissues. You may bring these items to the Parish Hall anytime.. The Home
thanks you for your past help.

Budget Box
August Actual
Income
Expense





8,397
14,502

August Budget
8,552
12,421

2017 Actual
77,163
100,066

YTD Budget
68,415
99,370

Pledge income is on schedule with the YTD budget. Thanks to all of you that are keeping up with your pledges!
Year-to-Date income is ahead of budget only because of a $10,000 transfer from reserves that had to be accounted for as income. We have transferred $30,000 from reserves YTD. Income from Memorials and Fundraising are both well under budget.
Expenses continue to be on schedule with budget for the year.
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