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Mission Statement
Disciples of Christ called to serve neighbors near and far
Lift up your hearts….
Lift up your hearts!
A new beginning. A new title for my monthly newsletter message to you, the people of
Ascension…..so lift up your hearts.
We have so much to celebrate from the past several weeks and in the future:
Ann Hope feeding ministry; Rise Against Hunger meal packing; our first time in
Walhalla with a booth for Oktoberfest; Ministers Cook-off; Belk Charity Day sale, and
our annual Appreciation Luncheon this Sunday, November 5. We are feeding the
people everywhere we can! This has been the vision and goal of Ascension for the past
several years! The list goes on as Ascension continues to make a difference in Seneca
and Oconee County and around the world!
You will also see new faces in worship as well as in our parish building.
We have two more counselors from Safe Harbor who will be leasing rooms as their
offices here at Ascension.
We have also contracted with a new organist/choir director, Kathy Prosser.
Her first Sunday was October 29. She has already added so much to enhance our
worship on Sundays.
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Have you made your pledge for our Stewardship Campaign?
Our theme for 2018 is The 3-G’s of Stewardship and Mission:
Grace, Gratitude, and Giving. Our designated deadline was October 29.
There is grace. We have extended the deadline to November 12.
The vestry has already worked out an initial budget. The group has found a way to
achieve a balanced budget. The realization for this to happen rests on the generosity of
everyone at Ascension. All of us together. Not just a few. Everyone working and giving
together can sustain and enhance Ascension to keep us going into the coming year.
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You will see round TUITS placed all around the church. Have you gotten a round TUIT
yet with your pledge?

Respite Care 6

Remember, Jesus talked about money more than any other topic; Through giving we
express our desire and our mission to support and Sustain our purpose and mission to
those whom God is calling us to serve!
So, once again, Lift up your hearts!
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Organist Bio

Ecce quam bonum,
Deedie+
Let us keep ringing the bells of faith, hope, and charity.
2017 Pledges—28
Goal for 2018—35. Pledges to date: approximately 20
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Junior Warden’s Comments
Your Junior Warden continues to be busy getting the church and grounds prepared for colder
weather.
The garden boxes have had the drip hoses removed and stored. The hedges around the church
sign have been trimmed, and limbs have been removed from the memorial garden. Our lawn
service contractor is doing an outstanding job.
I would like to give Kudos to several church members for their hard work this past month. First is a
big shout out to Lou Leffler who organized a CPR training class for us. Approximately ten people
participated in the morning training session. We learned how to give CPR to an adult; a small child
and properly operate the AED defibrillator equipment.
I would also like to thank Trisha Dodge for her hard work in enabling us to have another successful
Rise Against Hunger party. It was great fun, and we had so many wonderful people helping us.
This activity is a model for teamwork. I am anxious to do it again.

Packaged meals & Tricia Dodge showing a packaged meal at the Rise
Against Hunger packing day

Our church booth at Oktoberfest, in Walhalla, was a big attraction. Thank you Linda Pressley,
John Hulsey and others for your tremendous effort in organizing and holding this fund raising
activity. Oktoberfest is held for three days and many church members helped work in the booth.
I did not realize that sauerkraut and bratwurst is such a delicacy.
I would also like to acknowledge the outstanding job that our church secretary, Connie Murphy is
doing in keeping me updated on the numerous things in and around the church that need
maintenance. She has saved me lots of big headaches. Thank you, Connie.
As we get ready for the upcoming Advent Season, please do not hesitate to let your Junior
Warden know of any concerns you may have related to the building and grounds.
I am honored to be your Junior Warden.
By Gil Huggins
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OUTREACH MINISTRY
Fifteenth Annual Ministers’ Cook-Off
You are invited to come join the fun as we head to Clemson United Methodist Church on November 2 for the
Ministers’ Cook-Off to benefit Safe Harbor. The event is from 5:30 pm until 7:00 pm. Our theme this year is “Bites
from the Garden of Olives”. We will need help preparing and serving so please let Tricia Dodge (864) 944-0979 or
(843) 907-2398 know if you would like to join in the fun.
Ann Hope
We are cooking and serving a meal at Ann Hope on November 15. Meet at the church at 5:00 pm to help us to
serve; we will load up and caravan to Ann Hope United Methodist Church. If you want to help cook, call either
John Hulsey (864)710-7112 or Tricia Dodge (864)944-0979.

October 21, 2017

A great day at Ascension!

Seneca church packs meals in fight against hunger
SENECA — Members of Ascension Episcopal Church on Northampton
Road, along with more than 50 community volunteers, recently spent
the day packing 10,152 meals for Rise Against Hunger— formerly
known as Stop Hunger Now.
Tricia Dodge, a member of the church, said more than 40,000 meals
have been prepared during the four years the church has participated.
“Each meal will feed a family of six and costs us 29 cents,” Dodge said.
“The organization asks us to provide about 40 volunteers to accomplish
the task of packing more than 10,000 meals.” Dodge said Rise Against Hunger is an international relief
organization that distributes food and life-changing aid to the world’s most vulnerable, mobilizing the necessary
resources to end hunger by 2030. The meals will be sent to one or more of the 73 countries the international
organization serves, including Haiti and Peru. This year, Dodge said heavy rains and flooding left half of those
countries in a state of emergency.
In 1998, a United Methodist minister named Ray Buchanan founded Stop Hunger Now, and the organization was
rebranded as Rise Against Hunger in 2017. During its 19-year history, the organization has enlisted volunteers to
produce millions of nutritious meals annually to in-country partners around the world that are working to serve
communities. Through a careful monitoring process, the organization ensures the meals distributed by its partners
are used as a tool to change lives by promoting education, improving students’ health and nutrition, addressing
gender inequalities, stimulating economic growth and fighting child labor.
Rise Against Hunger meals are provided in schools to encourage increased enrollment and attendance. For adults
in community empowerment programs, the provision of meals offsets productive time lost while attending training
sessions. Meals distributed in hospitals and clinics may support the nutritional needs of patients and complement
their treatments.
The organization also seeks to address hunger by bolstering agricultural programs and incomes through programs
promoting improved agricultural methods, business skills and market access. That includes training and access to
quality seeds and fertilizers, as well as supporting the establishment of fish and livestock production to diversify
diets and improve nutritional outcomes.
Because one in three people in the world are affected by vitamin and mineral deficiencies, Rise Against Hunger
meals are designed to provide an array of micro nutrients. The meals include enriched rice, soy protein, dried
vegetables and 23 essential vitamins and nutrients.
Among the emergency relief initiatives in which Rise Against Hunger was able to respond in recent years include
treatment for severe acute malnutrition in South Sudan and food and hygiene kit distributions in response to
Hurricane Matthew and Hurricane Harvey.
Dodge credited Liz Metzger, a former parishioner and outreach chairwoman, for working diligently to bring the Rise
Against Hunger effort to the church. Metzger worked for Rise Against Hunger for three years before passing away
in April. A memorial service was held last week at Ascension to honor her memory. “She had a passion for feeding
people who did not have the resources to feed themselves,” Dodge said.
For more information on Rise Against Hunter, go to riseagainsthunger.org.
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A Message from our Congragational Coach:
Mark Tidsworth, The Corrosive Effects of Congregational Blame
I guess you can blame others…if you want.
The problem is that blame is so corrosive and unproductive. Blaming as a strategy is like turning into a
cull de sac in your neighborhood, expecting to exit out to the highway. Blaming in congregations is a dead
-end street strategy, nearly assuring we won’t get anywhere close to implementing our congregational
calling.
Even so, blaming is really in style now. Blaming others for our predicaments, failures, disappointments in
life is not new. Blame enjoys a long and storied history of infamous engagement by humankind. The only
new thing about blame is its prevalence in and permeation of our current culture.
.....
How about church then? Surely, we don’t use this dead-end-street-strategy in congregations. Those of us
deeply involved with churches regularly hear how the story goes when listening to congregational constituent groups. The pastor(s), church staff, lay leadership team, personnel committee, and congregation
each blame the other when experiencing disappointment. Each one, when interviewed, will generally
blame the other. “If we just had different, better, or more effective _________, then we would be flourishing as a church.” Fill in the blank with whosoever is not you. Others turn blame outward, blaming larger
cultural and secular trends for our problems as churches. Though there is a time to critique performance
and effectiveness of each of these groups and individuals, blame identifies the other as THE major
source of our problems overall.
…..
So, in case we need further clarification, here are the top five corrosive effects of unchecked blame in
congregations.
1. Downgrades our efforts to resolve concerns. When we blame others, our problem resolution strategy
becomes changing or eliminating others. So, our personal engagement in problem-solving declines.
Blame turns congregational effort into impotence, helplessness, and paralysis.
2. Corrodes spirituality with unfaithful theology and action. Remember that pithy saying of Jesus in the
gospels about removing the log from our own eyes before trying to remove the speck from another’s? Jesus never encouraged blame; rather preaching against it.
3. Encourages a victim mentality. When we blame others, we paint ourselves into the victim corner, from
which we cannot contribute. As long as we perceive ourselves as victims of others’ behavior, we are out
of the action. Congregations who see themselves as victims of secular culture which took their attendees
away won’t likely embrace their calling to be salt and light in their community.
4. Sows the seeds of destruction in our relationships. Remember what it’s like to be held excessively responsible for things beyond your control (blamed)? Blame corrodes relationships in the body of Christ.
5. Gives us a false sense of superiority. Superiority is blame’s sibling; always showing up together. By
putting others down, we feel lifted up; spiritually superior. Superiority is contrary to most every line in the
New Testament. Jesus had strong words for the self-appointed “spiritually superior” of his day. None of
us want to be among them.
The good news of the gospel is that blame does not have the final word. Since we are an alternative community (church), we are free to opt-out of this culturally popular blame-game. We know a better way.
[Reprinted from Mark’s Blog by permission]
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Golden Corner Respite Care Program News
We have been busy this month!
The participants have been occupied with our 10 Clemson University Institute for Engaged Aging students.
The students have been planning activities and working with the seniors one-on-one building relationships
and stimulating intergenerational reminiscing.
The students will be with us until November 16. We will be sad for them to leave us, but they will return
again in the spring!
In addition to our students, we participated in the 1st Annual Charity Golf Tournament which benefits both
the Alzheimer’s Association Walk and the Golden Corner Respite Care program. The tournament was held
at Keowee Key Country Club and was a great success!
Several of our program volunteers came out to help with the event including a few church members: Lou
Leffler and Linda Pressley. Thanks to all our volunteers and supporters!
Here are some photos of the golf tournament where a lucky winner scored a Mercedes!

We are looking forward to celebrating the spirit and meaning of the upcoming holidays with a variety of
activities to show our thanks. We will share some of them with you in the coming months.
Please plan to join us for a special holiday presentation by The Sorelle Trio on December 14 from 3 to 4
pm in the Parish Hall. They will sing a holiday selection and entertain us all with their beautiful voices!
Here are some photos of the group doing Tai Chi and working with the students:

Thank you for your continued support of this wonderful program!
Kathy Birkett, Program Director

GoldenCornerRespiteCare@gmail.com
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Remember Those on our Prayer List
For the healing of: JD*, MaryAnn*, Lowell*, John*, Louise*, Reta*, George M*, Carolyn P*, Jane*,
Millard*, Jean*, Jessie, Wilburn, Judy, Jane, Bill, Mehreen, John, Chris, April. Pray for the Children, Staff
and Workers at the Helping Hands Home, Families and Individuals at Our Daily Rest, and our community, The people in Cange and the surrounding regions of Haiti, those helped through Safe Harbor and
fed by Rise Against Hunger. Pray for the youth of our nation and all victims of gun and domestic violence. Pray for world peace. Pray for those effected by the recent hurricanes, wild fires and floods. Pray
for the victims of the shooting in Las Vegas, their families and those recovering.

Our Servicemen and Servicewomen, their families and for the safety of: John, Bayne, Grace, Ben,
Andrew, Patrick, Scott, Hunter, Wayne
(* attending Ascension; members)

Entered the Larger Life: Clara Mackenzie, cousin of Ginger Strong-Tidman, died
Monday October 16. Please keep her family in your prayers.
Sarah McCrory, age 96, of Columbia, SC. A long time Friend of Deedei and Bruce Marshall.

Pray for all the faithful departed. May they rest in peace.

The Steeple is published monthly except during the summer. The Editor is Bruce Marshall
bmars52@gmail.com. Please submit articles for The Steeple to the Church Office by the 15th of the
month preceding publication. Submissions should use Arial 11 font.
Articles submitted to The Steeple for publication must be dated and signed with the submitter’s full contact
information. If the article is a reprint, indicate that information and be certain that you have permission from
the original publisher, if necessary. All submissions will be reviewed and approved by the Rector prior to
publication in The Steeple. Editor’s Note: Please let us know if you encounter problems viewing this email.
We will continue to produce a few hard copies of The Steeple. Please notify the Church Office if you need
one.

Clergy Contact Information:
Our Rector, The Rev. Carol “Deedie” Marshall can be reached:
Church Office: 864-882-2006 ; Pastoral Emergency Phone: 864-985-8758
Email: rev.anne2006@gmail.com Or: ascensionworship@bellsouth.net
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Coming Events

Visit Ascension’s Table—Serving “Bites from the Garden of Olives”
You are cordially invited to attend the
Thanksgiving Appreciation Luncheon
immediately following the Holy Eucharist
Sunday November 5th
Please bring a covered side dish or salad—meat is being provided
8
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Tuesday November 14th

6PM

Refreshments served during the movie

Showing -

iThe
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l Chronicles
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The Lion,
t he Witch
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November Birthdays
November 6

Tricia Dodge

November 6

Ellen Sanford

November 12

Millard Pollock

November 20

Mozelle Green

November 25

Dave Dodge

November Anniversaries
November 17

Gil and Pat Huggins

November 19

John and Anne Hulsey

NOTE: Diocesan Convention recommends
that each person contribute $10 in thanksgiving for a birthday to the Diocese to provide support for new missions. Send
checks to:“Builders for Mission”,
Episcopal Diocese of Upper South Carolina,
1115 Marion St., Columbia, SC 29201

Lifeline Screening To Be Offered at Ascension December 15th
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings, will
offer their affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings at Episcopal Church of the
Ascension on 12/15/2017. Five screenings will be offered that scan for potential health problems
related to: blocked arteries which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which
can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of
heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a
bone density screening, for men and women, used to assess the risk of osteoporosis. Register
for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149
($139 with our member discount). All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. In order
to register for this event and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced above $129,
please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or text the
word circle to 797979
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Please continue to support these organizations:
Golden Corner Food Pantry: non-perishable food items
Foothills Pregnancy Care Center: diapers and baby items
Lions Club: unused eyeglasses and hearing aids
Our Daily Rest:: non-perishable food items, toiletries, kitchen staples
Safe Harbor-Oconee Shelter: paper plates, paper towels, toilet paper, school
lunch boxes, for the kitchen: muffin pans, cooking pans, cooking utensils, and
serving dishes with lids
The need is great for many in our community. Your small donations make a great difference in the lives of
others. Collection boxes are located in the Narthex. Please help out as often as you are able.

Budget Box
Sept Actual
Income
Expense





14,650
14,954

Sept Budget

2017 Actual

8,552
12,421

91,814
115,020

YTD Budget
76,967
111,791

An $8000 transfer from the reserve account was made during September
Pledge income is slightly behind the YTD budget primarily because of three pledgers
that are no longer at Ascension.
Expenses continue to be close to year-to-date budget.
The Vestry is in the process of budgeting for 2018.

New Organist /Choir Director at Ascension
Kathy Prosser's Biography:
Kathy Prosser is a multi award winning songwriter, playwright, children’s entertainer
and piano teacher from Australia. She relocated to the USA 2 years ago with her
husband Jon and 3 children; Max 18, Ruby 12 and Jonah 10.
Kathy’s musical journey started with classical piano lessons at age 5. Over the
ensuing 40 odd years, Kathy has played in various bands, worked as a session
musician, written and released over 50 songs, been commissioned to write and produce a full-length
children’s musical production and learnt to play guitar and didjeridoo!
Kathy has studied songwriting with Grammy-winning writer Jason Blume, and scriptwriting with
screenwriting legend Robert McKee. She is a 2-time winner of the Australian Songwriter’s Association
Children’s Song of the Year and Open Song of the Year. Kathy’s songs have been shortlisted over 40
times in the categories of Children’s, Country, Folk, Rock/Blues, Pop and Open songs.
Kathy’s children’s artist alter ego ‘Kathy Possum’ has released 4 albums on iTunes and is currently
performing in schools and childcare facilities in SC.
Recently recruited to play in church, and having never played an organ in her life… Kathy is looking
forward to the challenge of learning a new skill, new music, meeting new people and broadening her
ties in the local community.
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