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The Episcopal Church of the Ascension—Seneca, SC
January 2017

Mission Statement
Disciples of Christ called to serve neighbors near and far
Greetings and blessings to all for 2017.
As I write to you for the New Year, it is rainy, gloomy and cool outside. I am reminding
myself that I will not make any New Year’s resolutions for 2017. However, I will make
every effort each day to practice what I shared with many of you. The three-fold spiritual exercise of writing on paper three things I am grateful for; sitting for 15 minutes in
silence; and doing one random act of kindness. These three are to be done every day
for 365 days of 2017. I invite you to join me in this spiritual activity. Let’s see how it
goes and how we find new meaning as the days, months, and the year progress.
The Annual Parish Meeting:
Please mark your calendars for the Annual Parish Meeting Sunday, January 22 immediately following the Liturgy. There will be one Holy Eucharist at 10 AM. After the blessing and final hymn we will go to the parish hall for lunch and the meeting. The dismissal
will be given at the conclusion of the meeting.
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There is also a wonderful surprise!
In the foyer, just before you enter the parish hall, we will be taking individual and family
photos for our new photo directory. The photo directory will be completed on our own
state of the art office equipment. Please be present for the Annual Meeting and also be
in our new directory!
Come and vote for our new vestry members.
Please note that our Vestry nominees are Lynn Robinson and Anne Hulsey. Additional
nominations will be taken from the floor at the designated time during the meeting. We
will also elect two new delegates to Diocesan Convention which will be held in the Fall
of 2017. You will receive a letter about the Annual Parish Meeting after January 15.
Please come and join in the fellowship of Christ’s holy church.
Come and see our new plan for ministry in our parish.
Be on the look-out for our new web page for Ascension. Canon Carrie Graves has been
hard at work putting the finishing touches on and we think you will like it. We will look
for your feedback and comments after it is launched.
On Saturday, January 21, I will attend the Christian Formation Conference,
“Making Disciples Through Digital Media”. The focus as designated on the EDUSC web
site is, “Empowering Christian leaders with the tools and training to practice more effective ministry in a digital world”. I invite you to seriously consider attending this one day
conference in Columbia at Heathwood Hall Episcopal School. At Ascension we have
increased our digital communications and resources. We have discovered that it
makes a difference!
Liturgical Chalk Talk
Liturgical Chalk Talk is a new title used for those times when the liturgy takes a new
and different turn due to a church season change, a deliberate liturgical change, such
as we did several months ago for the 8 AM Holy Eucharist, or for those special days
such as All Saints Sunday, the Sunday of the Epiphany or the first (continued p.5)
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VESTRY VOICES
Senior Warden Comments
Happy New Year, Everyone!
I recommend that we all take a minute to read Matthew 22:36-40.
The word Love in its many forms appears 641 times in the NRSV Bible.
Here are a few clips from very recent postings:
It seems God gave us a commandment that we could not obey. Perhaps this is so we would have to depend upon the Holy Spirit. This is the greatness, the goodness, the wonder, the impossibility of the Gospel, that it asks of all of us something we—alone, apart, separate—cannot do! Only by living in love, in
communion—God in us and we in God (see John 17:20-26)—do we find, every once in a while, a love
flowing through us and toward us and from us that is bigger than our own. And we surely know it’s not
“we” who are doing it!
God in you and through you sees and loves God—in yourself and in others, too.
Richard Rohr, Center for Action and Contemplation, www.cac.org
Love [people] even in [their] sin, for that is the semblance of Divine Love and is the highest love on earth.
Love all God's creation, the whole and every grain of sand in it. Love every leaf, every ray of God's light.
Love the animals, love the plants, love everything. If you love everything, you will perceive the divine mystery in things. Once you have perceived it, you will begin to comprehend it better every day. And you will
come at last to love the whole world with an all-embracing love. —Fyodor Dostoyevsky
Be the change you wish to see in the world. —Gandhi
Here is a brief update on Cange, Haiti. As you know, our Diocese (EDUSC) has been very active in
Cange and the surrounding region for more than 30 years. The relationship has been with Fr Lafontant,
his daughter Marie Flore, the Diocese of Haiti, and others. There have been changes over the past few
years and the relationship had become “difficult”. Largely through the work of our Diocesan coordinator,
Earl Burch, and others there now exists a signed Memorandum of Understanding. Significant progress is
happening. EDUSC is committed to Cange at least through 2020. The two primary points of focus are
the school Ecole Bon Sauveur (1500 students) and the water system (supplying several thousand people).
The work done by EDUSC and Clemson Engineers in Developing Countries can make Cange a model for
development and sustainability in very poor countries. There will be lots of very interesting information
and discussion at the Partnership Cange symposium, which will be in Clemson, 16-19 February 2017
(more details to come).
And let me finish with:

Respectfully submitted,
Lou Leffler.
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Junior Warden’s Comments
All of the necessary precautions have been made to prepare the building and grounds for the winter season. All the spigots are covered; the gardens trimmed and watering devices stored in the shed. The outside light for the church sign had a bulb replacement, and two parking area lights were repaired by Seneca Light and Water. The church sign has had an upgrade announcing the correct service times.
The process of refinishing the numerous garden benches has begun. One bench has been refinished and
looks great. There are many more that need TLC, and the refinishing process takes time. If you notice a
bench is missing it is probably at my home being redone.
Blue Ridge Security came and checked our fire alarm system. All is well.
You will also notice the installation of a large flat screen television in the Parish Hall. This is part of the
Respite Care program that meets at our church.
Thanks to everyone who helped decorate the church for the Advent Season. It looked great.
I am honored to be your Junior Warden.
By Gil Huggins

Annual Parish Meeting, January 22, 2017
Come to the meeting immediately following the worship service to hear the new plans for the
church. We will also take photos for a new Parish pictorial directory immediately following the
meeting. This will be your only opportunity to have a picture taken for the directory; there will not
be a “make-up” day, so please make a special effort to be present.
A lunch will be served in the Parish Hall following the meeting.
There will be only one worship service at 10:00am on Sunday January 22
A prayer for our Annual Parish Meeting:
Almighty and ever living God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be
Present with those who take counsel in the Episcopal Church of the Ascension for the renewal and mission of your Church. Teach us in all things to seek first your honor and glory. Guide us to perceive what is
right, and grant us both the courage to pursue it and the grace to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen. (BCP, 1979, page 818)
Important Information— Are you homebound, in the hospital or will be in the hospital?
If you are homebound, in the hospital, or will be in the hospital and would like a visit from the rector, please
contact the church office. 864-882-2006
Would you like to take communion to our homebound parishioners?
Ascension is seeking Eucharistic Visitors to take communion to our homebound parishioners after the
Sunday liturgy. Please contact Deedie+
Please update your emergency contact information with the church office.
It’s helpful for us to know who to contact if the need requires—phone numbers of a close relative and
neighbor, please contact the church office. 864-882-2006
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Golden Corner Respite Care Program
Golden Corner Respite Care Program
We had a great month of December celebrating the joy of the holidays!
Our participants shared their favorite holiday memories, made gifts and cards to share with their loved ones, enjoyed
the piano playing of our guest Gail Marion, sang holiday songs and carols, watched holiday moments on the big TV,
discussed the meaning of Christmas and what it means to them, told stories of their life experiences as we traveled
the US on our floor puzzle and exercised our muscles with tai chi.
Here are some photos of our crafts this month:

We also were blessed with homemade Christmas stockings and gifts from the Lakes and Mountains Quilters group!
Thank you to those wonderful people for brightening our participant’s holidays. We added a few goodies to stuff their
stockings for a super treat!
Dementia Tips from DailyCaring.com for Home Safety
Home safety when living with someone with memory loss is very important. Here are some great tips many caregivers overlook that can help prevent accidents and injuries:
Dark rugs may seem like “holes” that can’t be walked on.
Busy patterns can cause agitation, confusion, or fear.
Poisonous plants and decorative items that look like food might be eaten.
All sharp items need to be locked up out of sight, they can easily be mistaken and used as safe items.
Cleaning supplies need to be locked up, they may seem like food or drink.
The stove needs to be secured against accidental use.
The fridge needs to be regularly cleaned of spoiled food that could be eaten by mistake.
Water heaters need to be set to a temperature that won’t scald because they don’t know to pull away.
Door locks to their bedroom should be removed so they can’t accidentally lock themselves in.
Items like gas grills, lawn mowers, or weed trimmers need to be secured or locked up.
We hope you enjoyed your holiday and look forward to a Joyful and Healthy New Year!
Kathy Birkett, Program Director
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(continued from p. 1)
Sunday in Lent. Chalk Talk is another term used for “an explanation” for the shift, or differences in the liturgy. This term is borrowed from the sports world indicating that clarifying, or even diagramming can be
helpful in understanding our worship. For example, this coming Sunday, January 8, is the First Sunday
after the Day of the Epiphany, which is Friday, January 6. The Sunday after the day of the Epiphany is a
celebration of the Baptism of our Lord. It is one of the Feast days designated for baptisms in the church.
Even though we have no candidates for baptism this year on this Sunday, nevertheless, we will renew our
baptismal vows at both liturgies on January 8th. The renewal takes the place of the Nicene Creed as our
affirmation of faith on this Sunday only.
See you in church!
Deedie+

Tripp William Tuten Ross
Tripp graduated from Clemson University Thursday, December 15
with a degree in Environmental Engineering.
He is currently working for J. Davis Construction Company.
We congratulated Tripp on his many
accomplishments, by honoring him at a
reception in our parish hall.
Congratulations Tripp !!

Ann Hope United Methodist Church

-

Feeding the Hungry

Ascension’s Outreach Ministry is assigned a Wednesday in each quarter of the
year to prepare a dinner at Ann Hope United Methodist Church on Goddard Ave in
Seneca. On December 21st John & Anne Hulsey, Tricia Dodge, Lou Leffler, Deedie
and Bruce Marshall prepared and served a wonderful Traditional Christmas meal of
ham, collards, and black eyed peas to over 100 guests. It was a joyous evening.

The Steeple is published monthly. The Editors are Bruce Marshall [bmars52@gmail.com] and Anne
Hulsey [annelawrence2015@gmail.com] Please submit articles for The Steeple to the editor (with a copy
to the Church Office) by the 15th of the month preceding publication. Submissions should use Arial 11
font.
Articles submitted to The Steeple for publication must be dated and signed with the submitter’s full contact
information. If the article is a reprint, indicate that information and be certain that you have permission from
the original publisher, if necessary. All submissions will be reviewed and approved by the Rector prior to
publication in The Steeple. Editor’s Note: Please let us know if you encounter problems viewing this email.
We will continue to produce a few hard copies of The Steeple available in the foyer.

5

The Steeple

This month I thought for the new year, 2017, we would examine an Epiphany hymn. One of the things I
like the best about the Episcopal church is being in the season of Epiphany for many weeks. I never
thought one day was enough to celebrate the Light of our Savior who came to earth for us! To save us! In
the hymn, "I want to walk as a child of the light," [Hymnal 1982 #490] we feel the spirit of Epiphany unfold.
Kathleen Armstrong Thomerson, born 1934, a native of Tennessee, wrote both the words and the tune
during the summer of 1966 while visiting the Church of the Redeemer in Houston, Texas, which is why she
named the hymn tune "Houston." Her musical education took place at the University of Texas and Syracuse University, with additional studies at the Flemish Royal Conservatory in Antwerp. She has studied
with noted organists of the twentieth century. She directed music at University United Methodist Church in
St Louis and was on the organ faculties of St Louis Conservatory and Southern Illinois University. She
served a Lutheran church in Austin, Texas from 2004-2013. She contributed other tunes for hymns by
Patricia B. Clark in their joint collection, A Taste of Heaven's Joys: A Collection of Original Hymns (2005).
This hymn was featured in the Episcopal Hymnal 1940 supplement, Songs for Celebration (1980) and is
number 490 in our current hymnal. It is catchy because of its folk-like melody and conveys a text based
upon a wide range of scriptural allusions and biblical images. Dr. Carlton Young notes biblical passages
that support the texts: Isaiah 42:6c, ("I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations.") , Malachi 4:2, (" But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing
in its wings"), Revelation 21:25b ("And there will be no night there,") and 22:5b ("They need no light of
lamp or sun.") The hymn communicates deep conviction and personal sincerity in a first-person perspective that invites the singer to join Christ, the Light of the World, in discipleship and a journey of faith. Each
stanza's second line deepens this commitment:
1. I want to follow Jesus.
2. I want to look at Jesus.
3. I want to be with Jesus.
The hymn outlines sanctifying grace, which is how we as Christians move toward perfection in the faith,
becoming transformed in the image of Christ. Each stanza increases the luminosity of our walk with Jesus. In stanza one, "God sets the stars to give light to the world." Christ in turn becomes the "star of my
life." References to stars makes it so appropriate for Epiphany.
Stanza two expresses the desire to "see the brightness of God." The "Sun of Righteousness " illumines
"the way to the Father."
The final stanza extends the journey toward the "coming of Christ," an eschatological direction toward our future hope. The refrain is what makes it stand out from other hymns of discipleship. It goes like this: "In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. The
Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus." The expression of personal piety
and devotional expression rooted in Scripture makes it of more substance than
some gospel songs. The simplistic nature of the music and text does not imply a
simplistic faith. "I want to walk as a child" reminds us of one of the paradoxes of
our faith, that we need to become as a child to fully understand the realm of God
(Matthew 18:2-4).
Text 1970, 1975 Celebration. C. Michael Hawn, University Distinguished Professor of Church Music, Perkins School of Theology, SMU.
Joyce Thompson, Organist/ Choir Director
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The Archbishop’s Christmas letter to churches around the world
Greetings in the name of Jesus, the Word made flesh who by the action of God and the obedience of His
blessed Mother, the God bearer, came to dwell among us, Emmanuel.
In November, I visited Pakistan to express solidarity with Christian communities across the country, which
have suffered much over recent years. We remember the slaughter of innocent worshippers on Easter
Sunday 2016 in Lahore, and before that the attack on worshippers in Peshawar at Christmas 2013 and
many other incidents. Such attacks are not only designed to inflict appalling suffering but also to sow fear in
the heart of Christian, and other minority communities. During the visit I spoke with some of the survivors of
these attacks, and I was deeply moved and humbled by their extraordinary courage in continuing to be
faithful witnesses of Jesus. They spoke of knowing now more than ever that Jesus is the Good Shepherd.
In many parts of our troubled, uncertain world, Christian minority communities along with other minorities
are being similarly targeted. In some places, this is motivated by a desire to eradicate the indigenous Christian presence completely. These are acts not only of terror but of genocide; criminal acts for which the international community must bring those guilty to account. Yet although so vulnerable and often forgotten
and marginalised, our brothers and sisters are being courageous in the Lord. Indeed, ‘God chose what is
weak in the world to shame the strong’ (1 Corinthians 1.27).
In other places conflict and corruption have become so normal that the world forgets the suffering of the
poor.
I ask your prayers for those of us who live in safety that we may not be bystanders afar off, beating our
breasts as we retire to the security of our homes, but that we may draw nearer to the cross of Jesus, stand
there alongside our suffering brothers and sisters and be ready to take our part in practical action for
change. I pray that Christ will strengthen all his people in our inner being with power through the Holy Spirit
to be faithful, to have courage and to live in hope.
More than ever we need Christ like communities proclaiming the good news of the gospel in word and action. In many countries there is no persecution but there is apathy and complacency which leads us, in the
striking words of Pope Francis, to be practical atheists.
The measure of a Christ-like community is the extent to which it holds the vulnerable and marginalised of
the world at the centre of its life. Jean Vanier, the founder of L’Arche, helped the Primates of the Anglican
Communion to see this at our meeting in January this year. He has said elsewhere: ‘To live with Jesus is to
live with the poor, to live with the poor is to live with Jesus’ (Community and Growth 1989).
More than ever, we have a strong sense of the unity of Christians. God hears the prayer of the Lord Jesus
Christ that we ‘may be one, so that the world may believe that you have sent me’ (John 17. 21) and even
now is fulfilling his prayer. While we are deeply conscious today of the ecumenism of blood, we also live in
the ecumenism of hope and we are called to an ecumenism of action. To live with the vulnerable and marginalised, with Jesus Christ at the centre of our communities and at the heart of our ecumenical relations,
to act together out of love and in love, love that is the fruit of the Holy Spirit, is also to live as those who sow
hope. Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have
the light of life’ (John 8.12). John the Evangelist, in words that will be heard in many of our churches during
the forthcoming Christmas season, also strengthens us with this message: ‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it’ (John 1.5).
In our common celebration of the light of Jesus coming into the world, may we then encourage and build up
one other, and so may the Church in every place, united in suffering and in hope, shine with his light and
act with his strength, today.
+Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury

Christmas 2016, Lambeth Palace, London
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Remember Those on our Prayer List
For the healing of: Carolyn R*, Reta*, George M*, Sharon*, Carolyn P*, Kenn*, Jane*, Liz*, Honey, Doug, Betsey,
Michael, William, +Jack Spong, Mary, Jan, April, +Donald Hultstrand, Jaron, Lynn P, Justin, Janice, Ann S, Ann M,
Linda Gosnell+, Karen, Susan, Ruth, Jimmy. Pray for the Children, Staff and Workers at the Helping Hands Home,
Families and Individuals at Our Daily Rest, and our community, The people in Cange and the surrounding regions
of Haiti, helped through Safe Harbor and fed by Stop Hunger Now. Pray for the youth of our nation and all victims
of gun violence. Pray for world peace. Pray for those effected by the recent fires and storms.
Our Servicemen and Servicewomen, their families and for the safety of: Grace, Jay, Ben, Andrew, Patrick, Scott,
Hunter, Wayne
(* attending Ascension; members)
Entered the Larger Life: The Reverend David Bridgforth of St. George’s Episcopal Church, Anderson, SC.
Pray for all the faithful departed. May they rest in peace.

The Gifts of Giving to Our Community
Please continue to support the Golden Corner Food Pantry (nonperishable food items), Pregnancy Care Center (diapers and baby
items), Lions Club (eyeglasses and hearing aids) & Our Daily Rest
(non-perishable food items, toiletries, kitchen staples).
Safe Harbor—Oconee Shelter is in need of paper towels, Lysol, nailclippers, twin mattress covers, diapers size 5,6, alarm clocks, nightlights.
Please place all donated items in their collection baskets in the narthex. THANK YOU !!
HELPING HANDS HOME
Helping Hands is always in need of the following for the home: disposable diapers, paper towels , aluminum foil, bathroom tissues, zip-lock storage bags, shampoo, tall kitchen bags, laundry detergent, fabric
softener, dish soap, Kleenex tissues. You may bring these to their donation box near the parish hall entrance. The Home thanks you for your past help.

Clergy Contact Information:
Our Rector, The Rev. Carol “Deedie” Marshall can be reached:
Church Office: 864-882-2006 ; Pastoral Emergency Phone: 864-985-8758
Email: rev.anne2006@gmail.com Or: ascensionworship@bellsouth.net
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The 2017 Altar Flowers sign-up sheet is on the office foyer bulletin board;
please choose one or as many dates as you’d like. Please print your name and
include the bulletin announcement ( in memory of—in thanksgiving for—
blessings for—in honor of).
Glinda’s florist will bill you directly. Thank you.

January Anniversaries

January Birthdays
January 7

Joyce Thompson

January 21

Dot Curtis

January 24

Louise Richardson

January 24

Rob and Sandy Peirce

NOTE: Diocesan Convention recommends
that each person contribute $10 in thanksgiving for a birthday to the Diocese to provide support for new missions. Send
checks to:“Builders for Mission”,
Episcopal Diocese of Upper South Carolina,
1115 Marion St., Columbia, SC 29201

Budget Box

Income
Expense

Nov Actual
6,255
16,188

Nov Budget
11,493
11,753

YTD Actual
133,826
151,202

YTD Budget
126,423
140,088

Pledge statements were mailed in early November. Please have your 2016 pledge up to date
by December 31st.
Expenses were $4400 more than budget during November.
Repair and maintenance has been the single item that has been most over budget during the
year. This is due to a couple of unscheduled repair items that were necessary. There were
reserve funds specifically designated for this use.
If you have not yet made a pledge for 2017, please consider doing so and return the pledge
card promptly with joyful giving.
The complete financial results for the year ending December 31, 2016 will be available at the
annual parish meeting on January 22, 2017.
By Dave Dodge, Treasurer
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