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Mission Statement
Disciples of Christ called to serve neighbors near and far
Lift up your hearts…..
Greetings for Advent. The church is adorned in majestic purple as we enter into the season of Advent, a time defined by anticipation, reflective waiting, and holy joy as we look to
the birth of Christ. O come, O come Emanuel!
At Ascension we have much to contemplate and ponder as we attempt to resist the Christmas frenzy of the overly commercialized holiday season. Halloween treats displayed before Memorial Day; Thanksgiving decorations everywhere before the Halloween candy is
all eaten; Christmas Carols filling the stores while we are still munching on turkey sandwiches. Why the rush? We ask! Christ has come! Christ has risen! Christ will come again!
And again, and again, and again into our lives, forever reminding us that he really never left
us. Oh, the joy to live as he returns to us every day. Such a holy treasure to behold.
We meet Christ in the hymns, the prayers, and in the exchange of the peace in our Sunday
worship. We meet him at the altar of the Holy Eucharist and when we leave to go out into
the fresh, cool air of the early light of winter.
Let us give thanks for this time and place of Advent and Christmas.
Let us give thanks for our successful Stewardship Campaign.
Let us give thanks that we have exceeded the dollar amount we projected in order to meet
our trimmed back budget for 2018.
Let us give thanks for our new organist/choir director, Kathy, as she leads us into a new
experience of music and song.

Sr. Warden’s
Thoughts
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Jr. Warden’s
Comments
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We are thankful for all of you who have given your support in time, talent, and treasure to
enable Ascension to embrace its vision for 2018.

Outreach
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We continue to implement new ideas, new ways, new paths to be the caring, serving
church of this post-modern time to a hurting world with so many needs for healing.

Respite Care
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Bishop Curry’s 8
remarks on
Primates Meeting
Birthdays &
Anniversaries
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Let us give thanks for our Prayer Initiatives during the Great 50 Days of Easter; our Mason
Jar Ministry; our giving campaign with the 3-G’s of Mission and Stewardship.

“Together We Can” has become a mantra, a prayer for us here at Ascension. The vestry
and I recently reflected together during a vestry meeting on how far we’ve come since
September. We reached out to all of you, the people of Ascension, and you have made
possible, with God’s help, a new, bright beginning for all of us here.
The journey has made real, true and tangible for us the prayer, “With God, All Things Are
Possible”.
Let us come and worship together throughout this Advent and Christmas.
Let us praise God.
Let us invite others to worship with us.
We have so much to say; so many stories of faith to tell.

See you in church,
Deedie+
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Come celebrate the birth of Christ

6pm Sunday December 24th
The Steeple

VESTRY VOICES
“Tis the Season”
As you read this you’ve already begun to experience a change in the air around you. Fall has come with
its changing leaves that fill our yards and woods, there’s a chill in air and the precious light of summer
gives way to evening’s early darkness. There’s a growing sense of expectation as we move into November and Thanksgiving; we begin to live with two different calendars; the calendar of the secular world and
the calendar of the Christian world. In the secular world the new year begins with January 1, in the Christian world the new year begins with Advent Sunday. While both lead to the joy of Christmas, as Christians
let us look at Advent.
Advent means “waiting”, and for the four Sundays of Advent we will wait with Mary, a 13 year old maiden
in Israel who has been chosen to give birth to a male child; a child who will become the Messiah. This is
also a penitential season in the Christian year. Its solemnity will give way to the joy of Christmas. In
many churches there is a “Quiet Day”; a period of several hours of prayer and quiet reflection on our lives
as Christians and the gift we are about to receive; the gift that has become the focus of our lives for two
thousand plus years.
The color of the season is purple – a solemn color and in some churches the color blue is used. This particular blue is often referred to as “Mary’s Blue”, it honors Mary and her obedience to God’s call.
A meaningful custom of Advent is the Advent wreath made of evergreens on which are placed four candles. A candle is lit on each of the four Sundays of lent until all 4 are lighted on the fourth Sunday; Advent
Sunday. Three of the candles are purple in color and the fourth, also known as Mary’s Candle, is rose.
The following significance is said to belong to the candles: the first candle is the prophecy candle, announcing the period of waiting. The second is the Bethlehem candle, symbolic of the preparation being
made to receive and cradle the Christ child. The third is the Shepherd’s Candle signifying the act of sharing Christ, and the fourth is the Angel’s Candle heralding Christ’s love and immanent coming. In the center of the wreath is a white Christmas Candle, lit on Christmas Eve.
As we prepare for the joyous Christmas season and the birth of a child let us remember the joy of birth
within our own families. Let us also remember that Mary has willingly given herself to bear the Christ. She
knows what her future is and she knows what His is, still she has answered God’s call. May we be as giving in our own lives as we prepare for the birth of our Lord.
Betty Stephens
Sr. Warden

Greening of the Church will take place on Friday
December 22nd at 10:00 a.m. – everyone is welcome to participate.
Please bring your own greenery for decorating the church
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Junior Warden’s Comments
As the end of the year approaches, it has been a busy one for your Junior Warden.
Many things have been done to keep the church building and grounds maintained during the past year.
One of the biggest challenges included the removal of dead trees; keeping the yard groomed after the loss
of the original lawn maintenance service; correcting a drainage problem with the downspout near the parish hall, and the usual maintenance associated with the heating and cooling of the building.
The leasing of the classrooms required moving furniture and equipment. The nursery walls have a new
color and the dishwasher in the kitchen is has been serviced and is working perfectly. The building also
had a light spring cleaning as many outdated items were removed or recycled.
As the New Year approaches, it will still be necessary to continue to stay ahead of potential problems. I
would encourage you to join me in helping keep our facility in great shape. If you have any concern about
possible problems, please do not hesitate to let me know.
I am honored to be your Junior Warden.

Gil Huggins

Safe Harbor Holiday Program
Safe Harbor will distribute gifts for women and children who are their clients. These can be new clothing,
toys, and household items. Do not wrap. Mark each item in box or bag with the age and, if appropriate,
gender. Please put items in the Narthex box to be blessed on Sunday 17 December 2017.
You may pick up a gift list from the narthex to do your holiday shopping. Thank you for your generosity.

Coats for Christ
Our annual gift of warm coats, jackets, sweaters, hats,
mittens and gloves to be distributed to local men, women
and children who need warm weather clothing is now being
collected.
Bring items to the church to be blessed
on December 17
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OUTREACH MINISTRY
A Letter From Rise Against Hunger

Dear Tricia,
It is with great pleasure that we announce the destination of the Rise Against Hunger meals you helped
package on 10/26/2017. A shipping container, holding 142,560 meals, has been sent to Puerto Rico for
our partner Caritas de Puerto Rico. If you happen to receive more than one of these announcements,
your meals have gone to impact multiple partners.
Caritas de Puerto Rico is an organization that nourishes lives through food assistance and other services in Puerto Rico. Following Hurricane Maria which made landfall on the island of Puerto
Rico on September 20th, more than 3.5 million residents were affected. To date, it is estimated than
close to 1 million people are still in immediate need of humanitarian assistance. In collaboration with
Catholic Charities of Florida and CARITAS Puerto Rico, a 20ft container of RAH meals is en-route to
the island. 142,560 meals are scheduled to be distributed across six areas of the island in the next
month, projecting to support 898 families with food assistance.
To learn more, please visit our partner/country spotlight on the Impact Stories tab and click and drag on
our World Aid Map to at https://www.riseagainsthunger.org/world-aid/.
Ending hunger is only possible if we continue to grow the movement. We encourage you to share the
news about this shipment. Since 2005, volunteers like you have helped us distribute over 310 million
meals worldwide. We can end hunger by 2030, but we can't do it without you.
Please visit our website www.riseagainsthunger.org and continue your involvement. Consider making a
donation, planning another meal packaging event (at your place of worship, school, company, civic
club, etc), joining our advocacy efforts, or even inviting us to speak to a group. Share your experience
with us at atlanta@riseagainsthunger.org.
Keep up the great work and spread the word - #2030 Is Possible.
Gratefully,
Michael Ashley
Program Manager
Rise Against Hunger Atlanta
atlanta@riseagainsthunger.org

The Steeple is published monthly except during the summer. The Editor is Bruce Marshall. Please submit
articles for The Steeple to the Church Office by the 15th of the month preceding publication. Submissions
should use Arial 11 font.
Articles submitted to The Steeple for publication must be dated and signed with the submitter’s full contact
information. If the article is a reprint, indicate that information and be certain that you have permission from
the original publisher, if necessary. All submissions will be reviewed and approved by the Rector prior to publication in The Steeple. Editor’s Note: Please let us know if you encounter problems viewing this email. We
will continue to produce a few hard copies of The Steeple. Please notify the Church Office if you need one.
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Diocesan Convention 2017
The focus for the 95th EDUSC Convention was (IS): In Christ, God Reconciling the World to Himself.
One of the workshops was “Building Community through the Telling of Story”, presented by the Diocesan
Race & Reconciliation Committee. We build up biases over time; they form in layers, deriving from family, friends, even Churches. We can deal with them ourselves BY telling our stories and listening to others. We learn about ourselves and each other. This is a first step toward race reconciliation. We respect
each other with dignity regardless of our differences: eg black-white, straight-gay-lesbian-bisexualtransgender, politics. We shared stories during the business session in response to some questions;
here are two of them:
When in your life have you had the courage to speak truths that lead to healing?
What do you have to let go of in order to truly listen?
Find God in Love; wherever there is Love there is God. The word Love appears hundreds of times in the
Bible and is manifest in the two Great Commandments.
This is from Richard Rohr, Center for Action and Contemplation:
“I believe there’s another revolution moving us beyond either/or to both/and thinking. We are being drawn through and beyond mere equality into union with the divine, with ourselves, and with
every other being. This is a relational wholeness, a synergy, and a life energy greater than the
separate or combined parts."
I recommend going to www.cac.org and signing up for Richard Rohr’s daily email meditation.
Our Diocesan Race & Reconciliation Committee offers workshops to all Parishes, providing opportunities
to share our stories. It would be about a three-hour session. Let Deedie or someone on the Vestry know
of your interest.
By Lou Leffler.

Advent and Christmas Services
December 3
December 10
December 17
December 24

Advent I
Advent II
Advent III
Advent IV

Holy Eucharist Rite II
Holy Eucharist Rite II
Holy Eucharist Rite II
Holy Eucharist Rite II

December 24

An Episcopal Celebration of Christmas Christmas Eve

Hot cider and scones will be served before and after worship
6:00 PM, Special Music
6:30 PM, Candlelight and Choral Holy Eucharist
An open invitation to anyone who wishes to sing
with the choir on Christmas Eve,
or 10am December 31 (Lessons & Carols)—
please contact Choral Director, Kathy Prosser
864-643-7224
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Golden Corner Respite Care Program News
By Kathy Birkett, Program Director
We are excited to announce that we will have a Christmas Tree at the World of Energy
Festival of Trees display this year. Come by from November 30 to December 29 to view the
trees and cast your ballot for our tree. We need your vote to earn a Duke Energy grant! We
appreciate your support and hope you will tell your friends to vote for us too!
We have been having a lot of fun at respite care partnering with our
Clemson students. They will soon return to their campus until the
spring. We want to thank all ten students who have made this a great
experience for our participants. The students definitely grew from
these connections and learning about aging and how multigenerational interactions can benefit everyone!
We want to thank the Lake and Mountain Quilters Guild who have so generously gifted
our seniors with beautiful handmade stockings filled with gifts. We appreciate their outpouring of the holiday spirit!
You are invited to join the holiday performance of the Sorelle Trio on Thursday December
14 from 3-4 pm in the Parish Hall. Hope to see you there to enjoy the holiday music!
We will be closed for the holiday on Thursday December 28.
Don’t forget when you shop at Amazon online to select our program to receive Amazon
Smile donations. It doesn’t cost you anything, but you need to select us before you place
your order. We will receive a small donation when you shop. Thank you!
We hope you have a wonderful holiday and may the peace of the season grace you and
your family!
Lifeline Screening To Be Offered at Ascension December 15th
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings, will
offer their affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings at Episcopal Church of the Ascension on 12/15/2017. Five screenings will be offered that scan for potential health problems
related to: blocked arteries which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which
can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of
heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a
bone density screening, for men and women, used to assess the risk of osteoporosis. Register
for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149
($139 with our member discount). All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. In order
to register for this event and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced above $129,
please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or text the
word circle to 797979
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Remember Those on our Prayer List
For the healing of: JD*, MaryAnn*, Lowell*, John*, Louise*, Reta*, George M*, Carolyn P*, Jane*,
Millard*, Jean*, Caitlin, Jessie, Wilburn, Judy, Jane, Bill, Mehreen, John, Chris, April. Pray for the Children, Staff and Workers at the Helping Hands Home, Families and Individuals at Our Daily Rest, and our
community, The people in Cange and the surrounding regions of Haiti, those helped through Safe Harbor
and fed by Rise Against Hunger. Pray for the youth of our nation and all victims of gun and domestic violence. Pray for world peace. Pray for those effected by the recent hurricanes, wild fires and floods. Pray
for the victims of the shootings in our Country. Pray for their families and those recovering.
(* attending Ascension; members)
Our Servicemen and Servicewomen, their families and for the safety of: John, Bayne, Grace, Andrew,
Patrick, Scott, Hunter, Wayne.
Entered the Larger Life: Norma Childress age 89 of Crown Point, Indiana, Mother of Lynn Childress,
died November 12.
The Right Reverend Rogers Harris, age 87, died November 15 in West Columbia, SC.
Pray for all the faithful departed. May they rest in peace.

Christmas Poinsettias

Ascension will be ordering red poinsettias for
the Christmas Eve service from Head Lee Nursery. They make a gorgeous display around the altar. The plants will be offered for sale at $16.75 for several Sundays before Christmas. Please fill out a GREEN Order form and place it with your
check in the offering plate on Sunday, or mail it in to the church office. Note on
your check that it is for a poinsettia.

ANNOUNCING…….
Ascension’s First Ever “Market Day and Silent Auction”
Saturday February 3, 2018 8am—5pm
MANY ITEMS WILL BE NEEDED—Start now to gather like new clothing & shoes,
small appliances, linens, odds & ends, home décor, kitchen items, furniture,
equipment, boats, other items for the sale.
If you have an item or can acquire an item from a local patron that can be donated
for the silent auction, please contact the parish office 864-882-2006.
Watch for more details to come.

Clergy Contact Information:
Our Rector, The Rev. Carol “Deedie” Marshall can be reached:
Church Office: 864-882-2006 ; Pastoral Emergency Phone: 864-985-8758
Email: cmpusc2001@gmail.com Or: ascensionworship@bellsouth.net
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Presiding Bishop Curry at October Primates Meeting
[Episcopal News Service , October 6, 2017 —
Canterbury, England] A positive spirit has swept
through the precincts of Canterbury Cathedral this
week as primates from most of the Anglican Communion’s 39 provinces gathered to address issues
of common interest, with many saying they feel renewed in their ministry.
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, attending his second Primates Meeting, spoke about his sense of
the meeting being a “holy convocation.”
“We concluded our time together washing each
other’s feet, following the teaching and the example of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,” Curry said in a video message to the church.[Click here to view
his remarks]
“This wasn’t just a meeting. This was not just a gathering. This was, as a friend of mine often says, a holy
convocation. We gathered in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and we did our work together in agreement and disagreement, following and in his spirit.”
Curry said most of the conversation in the meeting was focused outside of the church. “We spent most of
our time, to be very honest, not talking about internal things in the church but, things external where the
church can bring her ministry of following Jesus to bear,” he said. …..
The primates said they “endorsed” and “will continue with renewed commitment” the 2016 meeting’s “clear
decision to walk together while acknowledging the distance that exists in our relationships due to deep differences in understanding on same-sex marriage.”
The communiqué reports that the primates “reaffirmed commitments made in 2016 regarding the LGBTI
community, specifically the Communion’s sorrow for previous failures to support LGBTI people and its
condemnation of homophobic prejudice and violence.”
Those close to the meeting say they are deeply moved by the positive expressions of many primates who
say they feel renewed and revitalized by their experiences this week. The primates concluded their communiqué by noting that they were leaving Canterbury “enriched by the communion we share and strengthened by the faithful witness of Anglicans everywhere.”
The primates spent the better part of the meeting’s first two days discussing marriage equality and the decisions by the Scottish Episcopal Church last June and the U.S.-based Episcopal Church in 2015 to remove the definition from their canons that defined marriage as being between a man and a woman.
Those decisions have paved the way for both churches’ congregations to offer same-sex marriage ceremonies, but have resulted in a set of consequences, requested by the primates, that restrict those two
provinces from participating on ecumenical and interfaith bodies, from being appointed or elected to Anglican Communion standing committees and from taking part in decision-making on any issues pertaining to
doctrine or polity. The consequences were first applied to the Episcopal Church at the primates January
2016 gathering and to the Scottish Episcopal Church during this week’s meeting.
The primates’ communiqué also acknowledged the pain that has been caused by cross-border interventions when a representative of one province or diocese acts in another without permission. The majority of
such interventions have been orchestrated by disaffected Anglicans and former Episcopalians who’ve colluded under the umbrella of breakaway groups, such as the Anglican Church in North America or
the Global Anglican Future Conference.
The primates said they agreed that the principles governing cross-border interventions have been “clearly
stated from the Council of Nicaea onwards and in the 1998 Lambeth Conference.”
[The full text of the Episcopal News Service article can be seen here:
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December Birthdays
December 2

Ruth Tolbert

December 3

Carolyn Ross

December 21

George Miskov

December Anniversaries
December 31

Lowell and Carolyn Ross

NOTE: Diocesan Convention recommends
that each person contribute $10 in thanksgiving for a birthday to the Diocese to provide support for new missions. Send
checks to:“Builders for Mission”, Episcopal
Diocese of Upper South Carolina, 1115
Marion St., Columbia, SC 29201

Please continue to support the Golden Corner Food Pantry, Pregnancy
Care Center & Our Daily Rest with non-perishable food items, diapers &
baby items. The need is great for many in our community. Your small donations make a great difference in the lives of others. Collection boxes are
located in the Narthex.

Budget Box
Oct Actual
Income
Expense

11,117
10,874

Oct Budget
8,552
12,421

2017 Actual
102,931
125,894

YTD Budget
85,518
124,212

Pledge income is slightly ahead of the YTD budget. Thanks to everyone for keeping pledges up to
date!
Expenses continue to be very close to the year-to-date budget.
The Vestry continues to work on the 2018 budget and fully expects to approve a balanced budget.
A very successful fund raiser was held in conjunction with the Walhalla Oktoberfest. Special thanks
to Linda Presley and John Hulsey for initiating this project.
The Stewardship Campaign was most successful. We currently have 28 pledges and the financial
goal set by the vestry was exceeded. Sincere thanks to all who have pledged for 2018!
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Return Service Requested

December 3 Advent I
December 10 Advent II
December 17 Advent III
December 24 Advent IV

Holy Eucharist Rite II
Holy Eucharist Rite II
Holy Eucharist Rite II
Holy Eucharist Rite II

10:00 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

December 24 An Episcopal Celebration of Christmas Christmas Eve
Hot cider and scones will be served before and after worship
6:00 PM, Special Music 6:30 PM, Candlelight and Choral Holy Eucharist

December 31

Lessons and Carols
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10:00 am

