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The Episcopal Church of the Ascension—Seneca, SC
February 2017

Mission Statement
Disciples of Christ called to serve neighbors near and far
In the quiet of the moment……
I share with you a portion of my Sunday, January 29 sermon adapted for the Steeple:
There are many people all over the world who are suffering.
There are many thousands of people afraid.
Afraid of losing the ability to secure for themselves and their families the resources for
their own well-being, health, education, homes, and even the right to express themselves about their concerns and fears.
This was true in Jesus’ time and it is the story in modern times: All over the world and
here in our country and state.
I see some of these folks come through the doors of our church and I listen to their stories of foreboding darkness and their yearning and need for just the basic things and
rights in life that you and I take for granted.
Atticus Finch, the father in the classic book by Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird, said
to his daughter Scout, “You never really understand a person until you consider things
from his point of view….Until you climb inside his skin and walk around in it.”

INSIDE
THIS

When we have lived in the comfort of our own families and communities it is difficult for
us to see beyond the horizons of what we know and what our belief systems convey to
us and how they shape and mold us.
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There is nothing more heart breaking, or helpless for us than to look into the eyes of
another who is suffering, whether it be human, or animal.
God created us all.

Respite Care
Prayer List,

There is nothing more devastating than to witness families, friends, and neighbors
separated from one another because we have not taken the time, nor the opportunity to
look into their eyes and see who they really are: human beings in need, just as we are,
with the same basic needs to be respected, and to know God’s love as it can be expressed through loving and caring people. Most of us strive each day for a better life for
our families, our friends or our neighbors, and for the stranger who is in need of the
same inalienable rights which we cherish and hold dear.
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God breathed life into us all.
On the 4th Sunday after the Epiphany, we read and heard those profound and lifegiving words from Matthew 5:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Continued on page 10
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VESTRY VOICES
Thoughts from the Senior Warden
February 2017
by Betty Stephens
As human beings we experience a life of routine and change. So does church life. The element of worship
is always present and constant but the expression is often changing. There’s room for the old and the
new; each has value.
The Altar Guild as we know it today began in the early Church of England as the task of the Verger who
designated male members known as sacristans to care for the altar trappings as well as the priests vestments, and even some of the housekeeping duties.
Sometime in the 19th century women became assistants to the sacristans and by the turn of the twentieth
century they began to organize into “Altar Guilds.” In some larger churches altar guilds have sub groups
who arrange flowers, do needlework such as embroidery and repairs of hangings and vestments and help
with flower and funeral planning and arrangements. Throughout this century women have predominated in
the altar guild memberships until recently when men have been encouraged and welcomed back into this
ministry.
Other changes can also be noted, for instance the placement of the main altar. Until approximately fifty
years ago most (but not all) altars were placed flush against the end wall of the chancel. Priests said the
liturgy with their backs to the congregation. Today almost all main altars are free standing in the chancel
and the liturgy is delivered facing the congregation.
Episcopalians have also witnessed changes in their prayer books, hymnals and among the clergy. A number of years ago there were no female priests; today women make up a large portion of the clergy.
Change is as constant as the rising of the sun by day and the moon by night. At times change occurs rapidly, at other times over years and even centuries. It can be easy or difficult, challenged as well as accepted; it is always present.
How many changes can you identify? For example a few small but constant changes come to mind; the
change in the Vestry each year, the change in the colors of the altar hangings, the changes in the number
of acolytes and Eucharistic ministers. Change is always with us; look for its beauty, its purpose and progress. Look for the change that unites us as one congregation with one focus, the love of Christ as his disciples.

Mark Your Calendars….. June 11

Bishop Waldo will be at Ascension to confirm Cam Hulsey and receive John Hulsey into
the Episcopal Church of the Ascension.
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Junior Warden’s Comments
Things have been relatively quiet for me this past month. The church grounds are all tucked in for the winter, despite the lack of really cold weather, and the building has not required any major repairs.
I trimmed the vines and bushes along the ditch on the right side of the driveway as you leave the church.
There was enough overgrowth to partially obscure the view down North Hampton Road.
I am also somewhat concerned about the loss of one of the Leyland Cyprus trees as you enter the church
driveway. I am unsure if the drought killed it, or if it has been attacked by insects. I will try to remove it in
early spring.
Thanks to our Senior Warden, Lou Leffler for replacing some of the incandescent bulbs in the church with
low power LEDs. This will hopefully allow us some savings on energy cost. The quality of light from the
new LEDs is more in the daylight spectrum as opposed to the warm white of the traditional bulbs.
As Junior Warden, I would like to gently remind members who use the church after hours to make certain
that the lights are off; appliances checked and doors locked before leaving.
The Vestry approved the use of the Parish Hall for the Lake and Mountain Quilters Guild each month.
That group meets on the first Monday of each month. The guild library is the new box type cabinet near
the exit doors at the front of the Parish Hall.
The large closet in the Parish Hall had an early spring cleaning. Two old television sets were taken to the
recycling facility. The new flat screen television, courtesy of the Respite Care Program, is a welcome addition.
Many of the folding chairs in the Parish Hall and classrooms are beginning to lose their leg caps. If you
notice a chair missing a “sock,” just fold it up and place it along the wall. I will frequently check them and
replace any caps that are missing.
I am honored to be your Junior Warden.

by Gil Huggins

Bishop Waldo returns from the
Presiding Bishop’s Pilgrimage
To Ghana.

More reflections and
photos on facebook.
e~dusc news
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February is Black History Month -
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Golden Corner Respite Care Program
As we start a new year in our program, we have begun making broad plans for the future.
Our goals include:
 Working together with you the members of the church finding ways to collaborate and serve
 Providing continued respite care for caregivers and meaningful activities for people with dementia
in our community
 Seek ways to be self-supporting and obtain grants as appropriate
 Provide education and support for caregivers through our partners at Clemson University’s Institute
of Engaged Aging
 Grow our attendance to our maximum of 12 participants
 Provide ongoing training to empower our volunteers
How can you help?
Keep talking about our program with people in the community to help us increase awareness.
Refer potential participants to us so that both the caregiver and the person with dementia can benefit.
Connect us with community resources who might like to offer entertainment or events to our participants.
Connect with us on Facebook at Golden Corner Respite Care Program and share our posts with your
friends!
Upcoming Educational Program
Golden Corner Respite Care in collaboration with Greenville Health System is happy to provide a free education program to family caregivers of those with dementia.
Why:
We understand it is difficult to be a caregiver and we are excited to offer a free program that
has helped thousands of caregivers across the country better manage their stress and solve problems associated with caregiving.
What:
The program called REACH (Resources to Enhance Alzheimer’s Caregivers Health) will be offered by Dr. Cheryl Dye and doctoral student Caitlin Torrence with Clemson University.
When: The program will be provided in six small group sessions from 1:00 to 2:30 PM on Thursday afternoons. The first group session will be February 16
Where: The Church of Ascension, 214 Northampton Rd., Seneca
Caregivers will also receive personalized coaching phone calls from Cheryl and Caitlin.
Contact: To reserve your spot or get more details, contact Kathy Birkett at 864-973-7590 or email
goldencornerrespitecare@gmail.com
Space is limited to 10 people so please sign up soon!

Clergy Contact Information:
Our Rector, The Rev. Carol “Deedie” Marshall can be reached
Church Office: 864-882-2006 Pastoral Emergency Phone: 864-985-8758
Email: rev.anne2006@gmail.com
or: ascensionworship@bellsouth.net
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Remember Those on our Prayer List
For the healing of:
Louise*, Carolyn R*, Reta*, George M*, Sharon*, Carolyn P*,Kenn*, Jane*, Liz*, Leslie, Honey,
Doug, Betsey, Michael, William, +Jack Spong, Mary, Jan, April, +Donald Hultstrand, Jaron, Lynn P,
Justin, Janice, Ann S, Ann M, Linda Gosnell+, Karen, Susan, Ruth, Jimmy. Pray for the Children, Staff
and Workers at the Helping Hands Home, Families and Individuals at Our Daily Rest, and our community, The people in Cange and the surrounding regions of Haiti, at Safe Harbor and fed by Stop Hunger
Now. Pray for the youth of our nation and all victims of gun and domestic violence. Pray for world peace.
Pray for those effected by the recent snow storms and floods.
(*attending Ascension; members)

Our Servicemen and Servicewomen, their families and for the
safety of: Grace, Jay, Ben, Andrew, Patrick, Scott, Hunter, Wayne
Entered the Larger Life:
Ruth Salmon died Monday, January 16 in Thurmont, Maryland. Please keep
Ruth’s family in your prayers.
Pray for all the faithful departed. May they rest in peace.

The Gifts of Giving to Our Community
Please continue to support the Golden Corner Food Pantry (nonperishable food items), Pregnancy Care Center (diapers and baby
items), Lions Club (eyeglasses and hearing aids) & Our Daily Rest
(non-perishable food items, toiletries, kitchen staples).
Safe Harbor-Oconee Shelter is in need of paper towels, Lysol, nailclippers, twin mattress covers, diapers size 5,6, alarm clocks, nightlights.
Please place all donated items in their collection baskets in the narthex.

HELPING HANDS HOME
Helping Hands is always in need of the following for the home:
* disposable diapers * paper towels * aluminum foil * bathroom tissues * zip-lock storage bags *
* shampoo * tall kitchen bags * laundry detergent * fabric softener * dish soap * Kleenex tissues *
You may bring these items to the Parish Hall anytime. The Home thanks you for your past help.

7

The Steeple

REORGANIZATION NEWS
Last May, the ECW at Ascension reorganized and elected new officers and set some new goals for the
year. We had two successful fundraisers this fall…the spaghetti supper and the trash and treasures sale.
Money was given to Ascension to defray the cost of the new refrigerator, and funds were also sent to Episcopal Relief and Development for mosquito nets and help with hurricane relief. ECW’s main focus is to
help those who have needs far greater than ours, and we have been true to this vision.
We also find ourselves at this point in time with diminished participation and interest from the women at
Ascension. This topic was brought to the Vestry at the January meeting, and it was voted and passed to
disband the Ascension branch of the ECW. This will be done in accordance with canonical procedure.
The good news is that ECW and Outreach are consolidating their resources to form a stronger Outreach
Committee with men and women working together.
We invite and welcome any and all people of the Church of the Ascension to join us in this new year to do
the work that God has asked of us…just in a new way through a new committee.
We will be meeting on the second Monday of each month at 4:00 pm in the Parish Hall. Our next meeting,
however, will be on the first Monday, February 6th at 4:00 pm in the Counting Room. Hope to see you
there!
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with thy most gracious favor, and further us with thy continual help; that
in all our works begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify thy holy Name, and finally, by thy
mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
BCP page 832 Prayer for Guidance
- Tricia Dodge and Leila Walker, Outreach Co-Leaders

OUTREACH
Souper Bowl of Caring
On Sunday, January 29 and February 5 (Super Bowl Sunday), Outreach collected cans of soup for the
Golden Corner Food Pantry. What a great way to stock the Food Pantry’s Pantry! Thank you !!

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Breakfast
Mark your calendars for February 28. That is Shrove Tuesday, 2017, and it is time to eat some delicious
pancakes at Ascension. This year, we re hosting a breakfast in lieu of a dinner in hopes of getting a jump
on the competition. Breakfast will be served from 7:00 am until 11:00 am, and take out orders are available. Call the church, (864) 882-2006, and we will have your take out ready for you. Tickets are $8 for all
the pancakes you can eat, sausage, fruit, coffee or tea. Don’t miss out! Buy your tickets early from the
Outreach Ministry, Vestry and the church office.

Stop Hunger Now
Here is another very important date to put on your 2017 calendar: Saturday, October 21, 2017. This is
the date for our next Stop Hunger Now Event! If you have never participated in this packing party of
10,000 meals to feed the hungry in other countries, you are missing out on a bunch of fun! Plan to join in
this great event.

Ann Hope United Methodist Church
There will be an Ann Hope Feeding for the Community provided by Ascension on Wednesday March 15,
Please see Tricia Dodge or John Hulsey for more information. We are planning a joint worship and picnic
at South Cove with Ann Hope UMC in late Spring/early Summer. Stay tuned for more details.
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LENT MADNESS 2017
Lent begins Wednesday 01 March 2017, and so does
Lent Madness. Thirty-two saintly people will tee up to be
voted for by us each weekday at www.lentmadness,org.
The 32 will evolve to the Saintly 16, then the Elate 8, to
the Faithful 4, and finally the Golden Halo. This is fun
and informative, led by two priests: Scott Gunn and Tim
Schenck who serve as the self-appointed Lent Madness
supreme Executive committee. Lent Madness booklets
are available on the foyer table.

Ecumenical Lenten Services 2017
Date

Host Church

Preacher

March 1

Trinity Baptist

Jim Morgan

March 8

Seneca Presbyterian

Todd Davis

March 15

Ebenezer Baptist

Ryan Wiilson

March 22

Ann Hope UMC

W.C. Honeycutt

Ascension Episcopal

Father William Hearne

St. Paul the Apostle

Nancy Morris

*March 29
April 5

April 12 (Holy Week) St. Mark UMC

Deedie Marshall

The Ecumenical Lenten Services begin at 12:00 Noon each Wednesday during Lent.
A luncheon is served following the service.

ASH WEDNESDAY - SERVICES:

March 1

12:00noon

and

Come walk the Stations of the Cross, Outside (weather permitting)
at Ascension each Friday in Lent starting at 12:00 noon:
March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, April 7 and on Good Friday at 5pm: April 14
followed by our Good Friday service at 6pm
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Continued from Page 1—In the quiet of the moment……
5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
(NRSV, Matthew 5: 3-10)
These words are not simply fine and uplifting words, crafted from scripture, and attributed to Jesus by
Matthew.
These words are spoken to the disciples as a call to action to serve a community of minorities in Jesus
time who were in turmoil and being suppressed. Jesus’ words gave these oppressed people a conviction
that they had a chance, a slight opportunity to live no longer oppressed, suppressed, hungry and sick and
fearful wondering whether they would live to see another day.
When people are in turmoil and are marginalized, as the people to whom Jesus is speaking were, people
who have no recourse for a better life, they die. They begin to fade away and are forgotten forever, only
to be mentioned briefly in some obscure history book.
My seminary professor, The Reverend Dr. Michael Battle, who taught “Studies in Violence and NonViolence” at Sewanee, told our class that there is nothing more valued in humanity than to be a “blessing”
to another person.
Jesus was a blessing to the people that day over 2000+ years ago with his words. We translate from the
Greek the words “blessed are” to mean “happy are”…and read these words of reassurance in a new way;
with fresh meaning.
We who are in the post-modern Christian church seem far removed from these Beatitudes and from the
context of the 1st century in a land thousands of miles away. The people of that day embraced the consolation Jesus was offering to them.
They would have understood the inclusion of being “blessed”.
When others are living in any circumstance that is not life-giving, respectful of others, and when they take
a position of hate and marginalizing, we as Christians look to our Baptismal vows in The Book of Common Prayer:
“To seek the dignity of every human being”…. And… “To seek and serve Christ in all.” We must adopt a
stance which denounces those hate-filled circumstances.
Let us remember that our risen God continues to bless, but God needs us to extend those same blessings to our neighbors near and far, just as we promise in our mission statement
Disciples of Christ Called to Serve Neighbors Near and Far.
To bless others in a hurting world:
See you in church,
Deedie+
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February Birthdays
February 16

Gil Huggins

NOTE: Diocesan Convention recommends that
each person contribute $10 in thanksgiving for a
birthday to the Diocese to provide support for new
missions. Send checks to “Builders for Mission”
Episcopal Diocese of Upper South Carolina
1115 Marion St.
Columbia, SC
29201-3706

February Anniversaries
February 4

Sam & Dee Mango

Budget Box
Income
Expense

Dec Actual

Dec Budget

2016 Actual

2016 Budget

7,707

11,493

141,532

137,916

11,277

11,753

162,307

151,841

 Annual pledge income was $8200 less than budget.
 Year to date income surpassed the budget by $3616.
 Expenses were $10,466 greater than budget for the year.
 Our annual loss for 2016 is $20,775 ($13,925 budget deficit, $10,466 expense overage,
and $3,616 income surplus).
 We will begin 2017 with $173,000 in reserve funds.
 We also enter 2017 with a budget deficit of $46,432. The Vestry has indications and is
hopeful that a few significant pledges will arrive soon.
 The complete financial results for the year ending December 31, 2016 are found in the
Annual Meeting Packet and in the Treasurer’s notebook outside of the secretary’s office.
 2016 year end contribution statements have been mailed. If you do not receive yours or
you believe a problem exists with the one you receive please contact Dave Dodge (9440979).

The Steeple is published monthly except during the summer. The Editors are Bruce Marshall
[bmars52@gmail.com] and Anne Hulsey [A16Hulsey@gmail.com]. Please submit articles for The Steeple to the editor (with a copy to the Church Office) by the 15th of the month preceding publication. Submissions should use Arial
11 font.
Articles submitted to The Steeple for publication must be dated and signed with the submitter’s full contact information. If the article is a reprint, indicate that and be certain that you have permission from the original publisher, if
necessary. All submissions will be reviewed and approved by the Rector prior to publication in The Steeple.
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