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The Episcopal Church of the Ascension—Seneca, SC
July-August 2017

Mission Statement
Disciples of Christ called to serve neighbors near and far
Dear Friends in Christ,
June has been a banner month for Ascension! Bishop Andrew Waldo came to Ascension
on Sunday, June 11. He confirmed Cam Hulsey, received John Hulsey and reaffirmed
Lynn Pressley during the liturgy that morning. We then enjoyed a “congregational meeting” with him. During the meeting Bishop Waldo promised his support for our parish, and
fielded questions and comments from the parish. We all appreciated his candor and
down to earth honesty and insights.
Bishop Waldo spoke at length about the book SHIFT and its author, The Reverend Mark
Tidsworth. More than half the churches in our diocese are using this book as a guide for
the changes and “shifts” necessary to meet the needs and demands of the post-modern
society in which we live. A focus for us all in this atmosphere of declining attendance and
yet increasing hunger for spiritual relevance, requires careful reconsideration of how we
understand the role of the church and really, ‘What is the church today’? Our vestry has
read the book SHIFT and many members know Mark and have worked with him in the
past as they have sought to build up the future of Ascension.
Bishop Waldo emphasized the three areas where the major shifts will need to occur:
Member Identity to Disciple Identity; Attractional Church to Missional Church; Consumer
Church to Sacred Partnering.
The vestry and I will meet with Mark Tidsworth on Saturday, July 22 for an intense vestry
retreat. We will then call upon you, the people of Ascension, to meet with us and Mark to
look at the future of our church together. This will be a necessary part of moving forward
and recognizing that the old ways are no longer as effective. Ascension is not alone. Our
reality as a church community is shared by many other churches all over the nation. We
celebrate that we have support from our Bishop and the resources to make a difference.
If you would like to order a copy of SHIFT, click on the link above in this article or contact
Connie Murphy in the church office for assistance. If we have enough orders, we may
qualify for a discount.
The Mason Jar Initiative: Change for Change!
What’s in your jar? Is it half full, or half empty? A few weeks ago you were introduced to
the “Change for Change “ Initiative which builds on the “50 Days of Easter Prayers for
Ascension Initiative”. You were all given a Mason Jar and asked to fill it with your coins
and then bring it to church as an addition to your Sunday offerings. We have decorations
of all sorts at the church if you would like to customize, or personalize your jar.
We are following the example of other churches which have taken on this regular practice
of giving and have found it a useful form of Stewardship that contributes to the financial
health of their churches. This practice of offering our coins on Sundays points to a larger
purpose and goal. You may want to go to scripture and read again the familiar passage
of “The Widow’s Mite.”
See you in church,
Deedie+
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VESTRY VOICES
Thoughts from the Senior Warden
The Liturgical Colors
The Christian Year is as old as the Resurrection of our Lord. It can also be confusing to follow since our
Secular Year has its own pattern. The Anglican, the Roman, the Greek Orthodox and the Lutheran
churches follow the “Christian” calendar, and like other liturgical churches it is traditionally arranged
around the life of Jesus.
The Christian Year begins with the 4 Sundays of Advent followed by Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Holy
Week, Easter, Pentecost, and the lengthy season after Pentecost. We observe these seasons not only in
prayer but in the color of the hangings. The colors are symbolic of the events of our Lord’s life and serve
to remind us of the events of His life, self-sacrifice, death, resurrection, ascension and descent of the Holy
Spirit.
The colors used in our Christian Year are white, red, green, violet, blue, and black. Together these colors
are symbolic of our Christian season; they represent the remembrance of our Lord’s life and ministry.
WHITE – symbolizes joy, purity and truth. It is used during Christmas, Easter, and the rituals of Baptism,
Matrimony, Funerals, Trinity Sunday and is optional for Confirmation.
RED – this is the color of fire and blood. It is used on Pentecost, Palm Sunday and can be an optional
color for Confirmation.
GREEN – the color of living things and God’s creation. Green is used after Pentecost and lasts for almost
half of the church year. This period is also referred to as “ordinary time” Green will be on the altar from
Pentecost until the beginning of Advent. It also celebrates the continuing work of Christ in His church.
VIOLET – violet or purple is symbolic of penitence and expectation. It is used for the seasons of Advent
and Lent.
BLUE – may be used during Advent, and in lighter shades may be used when feasts of the Blessed Virgin
are celebrated.
BLACK – this is the color of deep sorrow and is seen in the veils on the cross during Good Friday.
Understand the representation of the colors may help us to follow the ritual changing and sometimes confusing Christian calendar.
Betty Stephens , Sr. Warden

Please Note: This is a double issue of The Steeple with information covering July and August
2017. The September Issue will be sent toward the end of August. All reports and announcements should be in the Church Office by August 15. Thank you — the editors.
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Junior Warden’s Comments
The month of June has kept your Junior Warden very busy.
Please notice the new pictures that are mounted on the walls in the corner of the Fran Rochester Parish
Hall. Thanks to Dr. Sheryl Dye for finding those wonderful prints for us. They are beautiful.
Many of you may notice that the gas range in the kitchen has been securely mounted to the back wall.
This was after a recommendation from the Fire Marshal and a Respite Care individual.
Thanks to our very own Mark Parker for troubleshooting the kitchen dishwasher. Mark discovered a fork
stuck in the drain that prevented the solenoid from closing. Mark’s action saved us an expensive service
call.
I am still searching for a lawn service to give us a bid for the trimming and mowing of the church grounds.
To date, all the services I have contacted have full schedules or not replied. I will continue to provide that
service until a contractor is found.
The parking lot crack weeds have been eradicated. Sealing of the cracks will need to be done in the fall.
The uneven sidewalk sections, leading to the Memorial Garden, have been appropriately marked to warn of
a potential tripping hazard.
The contract with the company to remove the dead pine tree in the parking lot has been cancelled. A new
service has been contacted and hopefully that tree can be removed very soon.
The bench area of the Memorial Garden will be pressure washed in the coming weeks to help get rid of
some of the mold growth on the sidewalk. Low hanging limbs from the Water Oak tree, in that area, were
removed last month.
The Community Garden boxes are looking great. I have noticed a lot of nice vegetables on the vines. There
are still two boxes that need adoption. Please phone Connie if you would like to plant one or both.
I am honored to be your Junior Warden, Gil Huggins

Bishop Waldo and Confirmands following June 11 visitation

L-R: Deacon Mary Jeffers, Linda Pressley , Noah Hulsey, John Hulsey, Bishop Waldo and Rev. Deedie Marshail
Missing from photo -Cam Hulsey
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OUTREACH MINISTRY
Ascension Outreach traveled to Ann Hope United Methodist Church in Utica on Wednesday, June 21 st to
serve dinner. We cooked and served a seasonal supper of hotdogs and fixin’s, baked beans, potato
salad, and banana pudding. The meal was well received and appreciated by all. Our next date for cooking and serving a meal at Ann Hope is September 20.

Dates to remember

Next Outreach Meeting

August 16 at 4:00

Ann Hope Dinner

September 20th

Rise Against Hunger

October 21st

Ministers’ Cook-Off

November 2nd

By Tricia Dodge
Cange
A brief update on Cange, Haiti and our Diocese’s (EDUSC) mission. Cange for many years has been a
model for developing countries with particular emphasis on education. The Episcopal school, Ecole Bon
Sauveur (EBS), was established in 1982 with support from EDUSC. Initially there were 100 students, now
1500, with, over the years, much success. Partners In Health, until a few years ago, provided most of the
funding. EDUSC stepped in with a realizable limit of only a few years. During our recent medical trip, we
had the opportunity to meet with leaders in Cange. The EBS future is tenuous. The impact on Cange for
the students and the overall economy is tremendous. The future may play out well; it will require changes.
EDUSC has committed to the teachers’ salaries through this school year. Funding is somewhat short. If
you would like to assist please send a check to: Diocesan House, 1115 Marion St, Columbia, SC 29201,
with the memo Ecole Bon Sauveur.
By Lou Leffler

The Steeple is published monthly except during the summer. The Editors are Bruce Marshall and Ann
Hulsey . Please submit articles for The Steeple to the Church Office by the 15th of the month preceding
publication. Submissions should use Arial 11 font.
Articles submitted to The Steeple for publication must be dated and signed with the submitter’s full contact
information. If the article is a reprint, indicate that information and be certain that you have permission from
the original publisher, if necessary. All submissions will be reviewed and approved by the Rector prior to publication in The Steeple. Editor’s Note: Please let us know if you encounter problems viewing this email. We
will continue to produce a few hard copies of The Steeple. Please notify the Church Office if you need one.
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Golden Corner Respite Care Program
We have had some great events during the past month and have other events planned. We hope that you
will be able to join us!
We were very fortunate and thankful that on Thursday June 22 we watched a performance from the Anderson Senior Follies at 3 PM and on Thursday July 27 at 3 PM the Sorelle singing group will perform a
“Golden Oldies” program for us all!
Everyone in the church is invited to attend these programs. We ask that you RSVP so that we will
have ample seating available by calling me at 864-973-7590.
Our garden beds have become quite productive with the help of some amazing
volunteers who have been weeding for us. The participants have already enjoyed
a large zucchini made into zucchini bread and hope to see more produce growing
very soon to share!
The participants are getting stronger each month as they build their balance and strength with Tai Chi
classes from Bonnie Lamarand. In addition to our stretching classes, we have gotten physical with a new
volleyball net that the participants have used to swat balloons and balls over to their friends in a friendly
(OK not always friendly---they are quite competitive!) manner.
As a result of some brain stimulating activities, we beat our previous high score of 88
new words from one long word by finding 107 words from Numismatologist. Here’s a
photo of the board! Whew, those were a lot of words but we are going to try to beat
that score soon!
Can You Help?
We are gearing up for the Walk to End Alzheimer’s. We will have a team and would love you to participate. The walk will be held on September 16 in Wren Park, Anderson. Let me know if you want to
join our team or if you would like to make a donation.
We are participating in a golf tournament at Keowee Key Golf Club on Wednesday, October 18. The
proceeds will benefit the Walk to End Alzheimer’s and our very own Golden Corner Respite Care
Program. Sponsorships and golfer sign ups have begun. Contact me for more details or if you would
like to volunteer.
We are still looking for donations of old magazines for a special project. Any kind of magazine with pictures will be great including home, garden, sports, news, etc. Also, if you have old buttons, ribbons
or felt scraps we could use those too! Please drop them off at the office door. Thank you!
Know a piano player with a little time to spare? We need someone to record tunes from our songbook
or to share some live playing with the group.
Caregiver’s Corner
Did you know that 1 in 3 seniors dies with Alzheimer’s or a related dementia?
Or that dementia kills more people than breast cancer and prostate cancer combined?
Or that since 2000, deaths from heart disease have decreased by 14% while deaths from dementia have
risen by 89%?
Striking statistics! If you haven’t been touched by dementia, the likelihood is great that you soon will be.
Help us End Alzheimer’s together with support, advocacy and your continued prayers!
Become a Fan on Facebook: www.Facebook.com/GoldenCornerRespiteCareProgram
Contact us: GoldenCornerRespiteCare@gmail.com or 864-973-7590
By Kathy Birkett, Program Director
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Remember Those on our Prayer List
For the healing of: Joyce*, Lowell*, John*, Louise*, Reta*, George M*, Carolyn P*, Jane*, Millard*, Bill,
Mehreen, John, Chris, Mary, April, Ruth. Pray for the Children, Staff and Workers at the Helping Hands
Home, Families and Individuals at Our Daily Rest, and our community, The people in Cange and the surrounding regions of Haiti, those helped through Safe Harbor and fed by Rise Against Hunger. Pray for
the youth of our nation and all victims of gun and domestic violence. Pray for world peace. Pray for those
effected by the recent storms and floods.
Our Servicemen and Servicewomen, their families and for the safety of: John, Grace, Ben, Andrew,
Patrick, Scott, Hunter, Wayne
(* attending Ascension; members)
Prayer for the Dead: Carolyn Garland – Carolyn Ross's friend, died June 4
The Reverend Dr. Jeffrey Alan Batkin of Hendersonville, NC, died June 6
(* attending Ascension; members)
Pray for all the faithful departed. May they rest in peace.

Anderson Senior Follies

HELPING HANDS HOME
Helping Hands is always in need of the following for the home: disposable diapers, paper towels , aluminum foil, bathroom tissues, zip-lock storage bags, shampoo, tall kitchen bags, laundry detergent, fabric
softener, dish soap, Kleenex tissues. You may bring these items to the Parish Hall anytime. . The Home
thanks you for your past help.

Clergy Contact Information:
Our Rector, The Rev. Carol “Deedie” Marshall can be reached:
Church Office: 864-882-2006 ; Pastoral Emergency Phone: 864-985-8758
Email: rev.anne2006@gmail.com Or: ascensionworship@bellsouth.net
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July-August Birthdays

July-August Anniversaries

July 5

Patricia Laurenzo

None to announce in July

July 5

George Stephens

August 6 Steven and Patricia Laurenzo

July 17 Camden Hulsey

August 20 George and Betty Stephens

July 22 Joan Barker
July 24 Harriette Wheeler
July 26 Ginger Strong-Tidman
August 4

James Tolbert

August 21 Mike Sanford
August 23 Terri O’Connor
August 24 Jane Fisher
August 25 JD Williams
August 27 Richard Thompson

NOTE: Diocesan Convention recommends
that each person contribute $10 in thanksgiving for a birthday to the Diocese to provide support for new missions. Send
checks to:“Builders for Mission”, Episcopal
Diocese of Upper South Carolina, 1115
Marion St., Columbia, SC 29201-3706

Episcopal Church of the Ascension
214 Northampton Road, Seneca 29672
For more information, please call 864-882-2006
Or visit our web page www.ascension-seneca.org

If you’re seeking a prayerful spiritual path in your journey
of faith….we invite you to walk our outdoor labyrinth.
If you’re seeking opportunities for outreach….we invite you to join us in our ministries serving
others.
If you’re seeking a deeper understanding of your faith….we invite you to join us for Christian
Formation classes.
If you’re seeking to feed the hungry….then join us in our Community Garden.
If you’re seeking fellowship...so are we...and we invite you to join us for the Holy Eucharist
every Sunday at 10:00 AM
We invite you to come and see at the Episcopal Church of the Ascension….where we are
seeking you to share in God’s love and hope.
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Coming Events

MOVIE NIGHT RETURNS TUESDAY JULY 11
with THE SHACK
The Shack is a 2017 American Christian drama film
directed by Stuart Hazeldine and written by John Fusco, based on the
2007 novel of the same name by William P. Young.
The film stars Sam Worthington, Octavia Spencer, Graham
Greene, Radha Mitchell, Alice Braga,Sumire Matsubara and Tim McGraw.
“Mackenzie "Mack" Phillips suffered physical and emotional abuse as a
child at the hands of his drunken father. He witnessed similar abuse of his
mother as well. But as an adult he has a bountiful life with his wife, Nan,
and their three children: Kate, Josh and Missy. However, his life is shattered by tragedy and the movie tells of his struggle to rebuild relationships
with his family, his community and himself. (Running time: 132 minutes).”
Refreshments at 6:00PM and the Movie at 6:30. FREE
EVERYONE INVITED TO ATTEND THE SHOW !!
Plenty of seating available.
The Golden Corner Respite Care invite you to
attend a musical event on Thursday July 27th at 3pm
in the parish hall at Ascension Episcopal Church.
The singing group “Sorelle” will perform your
favorite golden oldie tunes.
This program is open to the community.
We ask that you please RSVP so that we will have
ample seating available,
call Kathy Birkett 864-973-7590.
———————————————————————————————————————————
Alzheimer’s Walk for a Cure
Saturday, September 16
The walk is coming soon and we will have a team ~ “Golden Corner Respite Care’. If you would
like to join our team and walk that day or make a donation to our team, please contact Kathy or go
online to act.alz.org/Anderson Walk We hope to raise some money for the cause but also share
a fun day together.
Location: Carolina Wren Park - East Whitner Street - Anderson, SC
Registration at 9AM - Ceremony at 9:45AM - Walk at 10:00AM
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Gil Huggins, Jr. Warden for your many hours spent on grounds keeping and
taking care of many things in and around the building.
Our substitute organists for the month of July: Richard Thompson and
Harrison Catoe.
Our volunteers from Ascension who help out with the Golden Corner Respite
Care Group each Thursday: Lou Leffler, Linda Pressley, Betty Stephens and Jane Fisher.
Our chef, John Hulsey and his cooks who prepare and serve dinner at the Ann Hope UMC.
Terri O’Connor & members of the Golden Corner Respite Care for tending gardens in our
Community Garden this year.

The Gifts of Giving to Our Community
Please continue to support the :
Golden Corner Food Pantry (non-perishable food items)
Pregnancy Care Center (diapers and baby items)
Lions Club (eyeglasses and hearing aids)
Our Daily Rest (non-perishable food items, toiletries, kitchen staples).
Safe Harbor-Oconee Shelter is in need of paper towels, Lysol, nail-clippers, twin mattress covers,
diapers size 5,6, alarm clocks, night-lights.
Please place all donated items in their collection baskets in the narthex.

Budget Box
May Actual
Income
Expense






6,192
19,823

May Budget
8,552
12,421

2017 Actual
42,796
66,456

YTD Budget
42,759
62,106

All income categories were somewhat under budget during May.
Year to date our total income is at the budgeted level.
Expenses were greater than budget during May as three quarterly payment were made
on significant expenses. This will even out next month and we should be back close to
budget on YTD expenses.
Repair and Maintenance is the only expense item that is significantly greater than YTD
budget at this time.
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