the
S
T
E
E
P
L
E
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Mission Statement
Disciples of Christ called to serve neighbors near and far
In the quiet of the moment……
I am writing to you this month with a variety of messages to share with you.
First of all a most grateful “thank you” to all who labored beside one another in their
ministries and gave their prayerful and valuable time and efforts to our church and to
God in order to bring forth a lovely, meaningful, and holy Lent, Holy Week, and Easter.
I hope that Monday, April 17 was a welcomed time of rest for all.
The Easter Sunrise service at our outdoor chapel, St. Clare, was unique in that through
the window of nature were the trees, the sky, and the sun just waking up to greet us.
Our hymns were sung to us through the chorus of birds; Cardinals, Wrens, Finches,
and perhaps a noisy Blue Jay, or two. All of their cacophony of sounds were accompanied by the steady rhythm of a woodpecker happily pecking his way up and down a
nearby tree. It goes without saying it was a memorable Easter morning reminding me
of that favorite hymn to many of us, “Morning Has Broken”. Alleluia! He is risen!
Ascension has recently launched its new web page. I highly recommend that you
google and check in at ‘Ascension Episcopal Church, Seneca, SC’. Many thanks to the
Diocesan Canon for Communications Carrie Graves and to Connie Murphy for working
together on this web site for us over the past several months. We ask that you be patient for we still have a large amount of information and photos to load on to the site
and of course the ongoing daily, weekly and monthly updates in order to keep it current.
We welcome your kind and thoughtful feedback.
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Sunday, April 30, we officially began our prayer ministry, ‘The 50 Days of Easter’
Prayer initiative. A packet of useful prayers as well as background information was
handed out Sunday morning to all those interested in placing our beloved church Ascension, its people, and its mission at the forefront in their daily prayers. This ministry
will extend well beyond Easter, but Easter is an appropriate and timely season of the
church year to begin our intentional and unique prayers for our church. Prayer is a primary mission of the church, any church, and of course for us who care about the future,
but who also strive to seek and follow God’s will in the present. We are the present and
we are the future; we trust that God will guide and lead us when we open our minds
and hearts in prayer. Christ has given us his beautiful church to care for, filled with
faithful and lovely people of all walks of life. Let us be thankful.
Included in the prayer packet are our 4 Core Values which we determined several
years ago in a parish self-study:
Fellowship
Worship and Prayer
Christian Formation
Compassion
We are also mindful of our Mission Statement:
“Disciples of Christ Called to Serve Neighbors Near and Far”.
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VESTRY VOICES
Thoughts from the Senior Warden
May 2017
Dear People of Ascension,
During the past month you, the members of Ascension, have dedicated yourselves to your Christian values. Some have cooked a meal and fed the hungry at Ann Hope, you’ve welcomed guests, strangers and
neighbors and prepared lunch that you served to 200, you even buried one of your own and offered comfort and hospitality to the family.
If you’ve set tables, washed a dish, prepared food, welcomed guests, donated flowers, run the vacuum,
moved chairs, changed the altar countless times, dried dishes, laundered towels, tablecloths or altar linens, served on the altar, contributed lovely music or simply and equally important, given the gift of your
presence, my heartfelt message to each is THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
A special THANK YOU goes to Gil Huggins, our Jr. Warden. Gil raked, weeded and chopped trees, and
cleaned the altar in St Clare’s Chapel so that we might worship in the fresh, clear first light of dawn on
Easter Sunday.
May God bless this Ascension family.
Sincerely,
Betty Stephens, Sr. Warden

FAITH TO FAITH
I invite you to participate in the support group, "Faith to Faith" at Ascension. We gather at 10am each
Wednesday. This is not another meeting, but a holy time of prayer, scripture, and sharing together with
Christ at the center. We all have concerns in our lives that when shared with a supportive and caring small
group, we are able to free ourselves from the burden of those concerns as others listen, and we "let
go". We often open ourselves to receive the "gift" of a new, fresh perspective that brings a new light upon
the path of our journeys in life. If you are interested in participating, please tell me, email me, or call me.
We will not be coming together to teach, direct, or instruct one another, but to be a caring, listening,
non-judging presence for one another.
Thank you for your support and interest in "Faith to Faith."
The Steeple is published monthly except during the summer. The Editors are Bruce Marshall
[bmars52@gmail.com] and Anne Hulsey [A16Hulsey@gmail.com]. Please submit articles for The Steeple to the editor (with a copy to the Church Office) by the 15th of the month preceding publication. Submissions should use Arial
11 font.
Articles submitted to The Steeple for publication must be dated and signed with the submitter’s full contact information. If the article is a reprint, indicate that and be certain that you have permission from the original publisher, if
necessary. All submissions will be reviewed and approved by the Rector prior to publication in The Steeple.
Editor’s Note: Please let us know if you encounter problems viewing this email. We will continue to produce a
few hard copies of The Steeple. Please notify the Church Office if you need one.
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Junior Warden’s Comments
April Junior Warden Report
By Gil Huggins
The months of March and April have kept your Junior Warden busy. The preparations that were necessary for the various Easter services were met with a smile.
The Ecumenical Lenten service saw a team effort in preparing the building and grounds. Kudos to everyone who helped make it such a special day.
The community garden boxes have been prepared and are ready for adoption. Vegetables grown in the
boxes should be shared with those less fortunate than us. Please contact Connie if you would like to
adopt a box or two. The irrigation system will be installed once a box has been adopted.
Thanks to Jim Tolbert for his help in getting rid of the squirrel who invaded the attic area of the parish hall.
Hopefully the repair will be successful in keeping it out.
The outdoor chapel was groomed for the Easter sunrise service. It was challenging to remove several
dead trees that had fallen during recent storms.
The church and parish hall gutters have been cleaned. A backed-up gutter on the labyrinth side of the parish hall had caused a leak in the kitchen area. That problem has been addressed. Cleaning of the gutter
system will have to be a bi-annual basis in order to prevent future problems.
The weeds in the parking lot cracks will be treated this week. Failure to take care of them can cause the
cracks to expand and lead to pavement degradation.
Bushes around the church will continue to be groomed, and the weeds and vines growing in the area of
the labyrinth will be kept at bay.
As the end of spring approaches, the temperatures will begin to climb. It is important that the building and
grounds continue to be maintained. If you notice anything that needs to be addressed, please let me
know.
I am honored to be your Junior Warden.

The Gifts of Giving to Our Community
Please continue to support the Golden Corner Food Pantry,
Pregnancy Care Center & Our Daily Rest with non-perishable
food items, diapers & baby items. The need is great for many
in our community. Your small donations make a great difference in the lives of others. Collection boxes are located in the
Narthex.
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Golden Corner Respite Care Program
March has kept us all hopping (get it, hopping!) into April.
We had a visit from Bonnie Holmes who writes a column in the Journal and owns Loving Health Care. She
featured us in an article and has sent us several new participants. We now have 9 participants and will
soon need more helping hands.
We are currently enrolling volunteers to help with our activity program. If you or someone you know is interested in joining our program as a volunteer, please share our contact information. Thank you!
Some of our March highlights:
 A St. Patrick’s Day party that featured card making of what makes us lucky and
plenty of green foods including punch! We tossed lucky coins into the hat and the
winner got to keep it! He was thrilled to wear it home!
 We continue to have our Clemson students studying aging at the Institute for Applied Aging join us and create our activity schedule until the end of April.
 Tai Chi class continues with our certified instructor Bonnie. No one said exercise
was always fun but we do enjoy gaining balance and strength!
 We played a variety of games including darts, corn hole, Bingo and Lincoln log buildings.
 We had competition for prizes – these seniors sure want to win!
 We did karaoke and singalong to the bouncy balls. We love music from our era. We are looking for
more CDs or DVDs that remind the seniors of the good ole days.
 Craft projects including food related activities are fun times and belly filling activities!
As we plan one of the church’s community garden beds, we are hoping that warmer weather will be here
to stay and our new plants will thrive in the sunshine.
Your Amazon Smile Donation
Do you buy online from Amazon? Most of us do.
Have you heard about the Amazon Smile program yet?
Amazon will donate a portion of every dollar you spend to a non-profit organization of your choice. You can
purchase items as you normally would through Amazon Smile as you would on Amazon.com. You won't
pay anymore. Go to smile.amazon.com, select our charity, and begin shopping.
Golden Corner Respite Care is a registered non-profit organization eligible to participate in Amazon Smile.
Select Amazon Smile when you buy online with Amazon and donate to help support our program!
Contact Info:
GoldenCornerRespiteCare@gmail.com
864-973-7590
Don’t forget to become a fan of our Facebook page and check out our fun pictures and updates.
- by Kathy Birkett, Program Director
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Remember Those on our Prayer List
For the healing of:
John*, Louise*, Reta*, George M*, Carolyn P*, Kenn*, Jane*, Millard*, Stacey, Leslie, Honey, Doug,
Betsey, Mary, April, Jaron, Lynn P, Ann S, Susan, Ruth. Pray for the Children, Staff and Workers at the
Helping Hands Home, Families and Individuals at Our Daily Rest, and our community, The people in
Cange and the surrounding regions of Haiti, those helped through Safe Harbor and fed by Rise Against
Hunger (formerly Stop Hunger Now). Pray for the youth of our nation and all victims of gun and domestic
violence. Pray for world peace. Pray for those effected by the recent storms and floods.
Our Servicemen and Servicewomen, their families and for the safety of:
John, Grace, Ben, Andrew, Patrick, Scott, Hunter, Wayne
(* attending Ascension; members)
Pray for all the faithful departed. May they rest in peace.
Liz Metzger died on April 20, in Parkville, Maryland. Ascension will have a Service of Remembrance
for Liz, date yet to be determined. Please keep Liz and her family in your prayers. Her family has
arranged to have a Celebration of Life Service at The Johns Hopkins Club in Baltimore, Maryland on
June 2 at 11am. You are all welcome to attend this service. If you wish to have a tribute to Liz read at this service
And/Or would like to send your condolences, please email or call the church office at Ascension (864-882-2006)
and ask for the family’s mailing address.

HELPING HANDS HOME
Helping Hands is always in need of the following for the home:
* disposable diapers * paper towels * aluminum foil * bathroom tissues * zip-lock storage bags *
* shampoo * tall kitchen bags * laundry detergent * fabric softener * dish soap * Kleenex tissues *
You may bring these items to the Parish Hall anytime. The Home thanks you for your past help.

Clergy Contact Information:
Our Rector, The Rev. Carol “Deedie” Marshall can be reached
Church Office: 864-882-2006

Pastoral Emergency Phone: 864-985-8758

Email: rev.anne2006@gmail.com

or: ascensionworship@bellsouth.net
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Joyce Thompson, Organist/Choir Director of Ascension and husband,
Richard will be playing in the Anderson area American Guild of Organists
recital at Grace Episcopal Church on May 7 at 3pm
711 S. McDuffie Street Anderson, SC

- Joyce Thompson, Organist/Choir Director of Ascension

Lent Madness – 2017
Lent Madness (LM) has nothing to do with basketball, though there are hoops to jump through.
Back on 02 March, the first “toss up” took place. The Lent Madness Supreme Executive Committee
consists of two Episcopal Priests The Rev Scott Gunn and The Rev Tim Schenck. They, together
with several celebrity bloggers, put together the Lent Madness program, starting with the Round of
32. These are all heroic women and men, some living in the BC era and some in the 1900s.
Thousands of LM participants voted almost daily to reduce the 32 to the Saintly 16, then to the Elate
8, then to the Faithful 4, to the finalists: Franz Jagerstatter (a foe of the nazis) and Florence Nightingale (a supporter of the nursing profession). Florence won the Golden Halo and joins Dietrich Bonhoeffer (2016) and Francis of Assisi (2015) along with five others.
All this and much more info is available in the 2017 LM booklets and on line at www.lent madness.org. Lent Madness is an offering of Forward Movement : www.forwardmovement.org.
Start preparing for Lent Madness 2018 (Ash Thursday [yes] 15 February). Scott and Tim already
are.
- Submitted by Lou Leffler

Usher Appreciation!
Thanks to our dedicated ushers who enthusiastically volunteered
to perform extra duties recently during the community ecumenical
service, Betty Thomas's funeral, and Holy Week services.
Thank you Theresa Bryson, Harriette Wheeler, Mike Sanford,
Linda Pressley, George Stephens, Cliff Collins, and
Jean Nettles. George, thanks for filling in for Jane Fisher,
another dedicated usher who we hope will return soon.
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OUTREACHING . . .
Ecumenical Luncheon
The Ecumenical Service and Luncheon was held on Wednesday, March 29th. Father William Hearne of
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church spoke at the service. There were approximately 200 people in attendance. A soup luncheon was served following the service. Many, many thanks to all who helped
make this event a success. A copy of the recipe is printed below for those who wanted the recipe.
A donation of $597.95 was made to the BackPack Program from the offering at the service. The BackPack Program begins its seventh year this summer as it supplies weekend food for needy and hungry
children in Oconee County.

Collard Soup


1 package Hillshire Lite Sausage (cut into small bite size pieces)



1 small onion, diced



2 cans Chicken Broth




1 can Great Northern Beans
1 can Pinto Beans



1 package frozen Collards

Saute the sausage and onion together.
Pour broth and beans with liquid into pot.
Add collards.
Taste to see if you need salt and pepper.
Cook on medium 30 minutes to 1 hour.

Leftover frozen collard soup is in our freezer for anyone who would like to have some.
Please enjoy!! We ask you to leave a donation in the office or alms basin
with a notation for Outreach. Thanks!
Ann Hope
Mark the date of June 21st on your calendars if you can help with cooking or serving at Ann Hope. Four
times a year, Ascension cooks and serves a healthy meal to those who are in need and would otherwise
not have supper. John Hulsey is our chef for the June event. Come and join us as we seek to serve others.
Next Outreach Meeting: May 8th at 4:00 in the Counting Room
- Submitted by Tricia Dodge
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continued from page 1
In addition to Sunday and weekday worship, ‘What are our some of our collective ministries for support
and nourishment of our parish?’
Annual Pledge
Stewardship (Beyond our monetary support)
Outreach
Rise Against Hunger (formerly- Stop Hunger Now)
Ann Hope Feeding Ministry
The Food Pantry
Safe Harbor
The Community Garden
The Labyrinth-A spiritual walking tool for meditation and balance of mind, spirit, and body
Pastoral Care/ Hospital and Homebound Visits
Acolytes
Eucharistic Ministers
Eucharistic Visitors
Ushers/Greeters
Staff Support/Volunteers
Vestry
Treasurer
Bookkeeper
Choir and Organist
Meet & Greet
These are the bread and butter of the ongoing life of our church.
Please contact me, or Connie at the church office (882-2006) in order to get the first installment packet of
our prayer ministry for Ascension. Let us grow the circle of prayer, for prayer has no limits and God’s
mercy is wide; very, very wide.
Blessings…see you in church,
Deedie+
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CHOOSE A GARDEN BED and GET PLANTING
What a wonderful way to get your hands dirty and grow some vegetables.
Now’s the time to get with others and choose a garden bed.
Start any day, Just let the church office know which ones you are planting
in. You get to choose what plants and flowers you’d like to use. The irrigation will be turned on; you’ll need to weed and pick the veggies as they ripen.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Learning and talking about The Episcopal Church and our faith with John,
Cam, and your fellow members.
Christian Formation
Parish Hall
8:45—9:45 A.M.
Sundays, May 7, 14 & 21
Coffee, juice and breakfast snacks served.
__________________________________________________________
The Bishop is coming !!

June 11

Bishop Waldo will make his official visitation at Ascension, Sunday June 11.
At 8:45 A.M. he will meet with the congregation in the
Parish Hall for a forum. This is an opportunity for you to
hear about the diocese and ask questions and to learn more
about our diocese.
Holy Eucharist, Rite II will be celebrated at 10 AM.
Bishop Waldo will preach and serve as the celebrant. He
will receive John Hulsey into the Episcopal Church and
confirm Cam Hulsey. This will be a wonderful and holy
occasion to officially welcome John & Cam as the newest
members. All are encouraged to be a part of this glorious
day!
Remember, bring your model trains and other train items.
Bishop Waldo’s hobby is trains! Model trains, history of trains, photos, etc. We can
decorate The Parish Hall just as we did at his previous visit 2 years ago.
___________________________________________________________________
Watch for news updates on “The Painting Table” and “Labyrinth” retreats.
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May Birthdays
May 5

Emily Cooper

May 14

Anne Hulsey

May 14

Linda Pressley

May 31

Connie Murphy

May Anniversaries
May 11

Dennis & Margaret Barre

NOTE: Diocesan Convention recommends that each person contribute $10 in thanksgiving for a birthday to the Diocese to provide support for new missions. Send checks to “Builders for Mission”
Episcopal Diocese of Upper South Carolina
1115 Marion St.
Columbia, SC
29201-3706

In editing our April issue of THE STEEPLE, we missed announcing
2 very important birthdays.
Evelyn Kochansky celebrated her 97th birthday on April 19 and
Noah Hulsey celebrated his 11th birthday on April 26
We wish them both a very Happy Belated Birthday!
George and Reta Miskov celebrated their 68th year of marriage on April 30th.
We wish them both many more years of happiness.

Budget Box
April Actual

April Budget

2017 Actual

YTD Budget

Income

8,592

8,552

25,422

25,656

Expense

9,895

12,421

36,380

37,264

 Pledge income was $800 greater than budget.
 Non Pledge income has exceeded budget by $1700 year to date.
 Year to date the total income is at the budgeted level.
 Expenses were under budget during March and are slightly under budget year to date.
 Pledge statements will be mailed out during early May reflecting pledge payments
through April.
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Return Service Requested
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