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Advent & Christmas 2018

Rector’s Reflection
You are invited…
In the quiet of the time, you are invited to find a place to be still and know God. In the
quiet of the time of Advent, while waiting again with Mary, you are invited to be present with the Christ child who lives in our lives year-round, and who will come again in
the Nativity of joy and hope.
You are invited to come to the meal at the altar of worship Sunday, December 2, and
to join with your friends in the communion of grace and gratitude as we dedicate ourselves to His service. You are invited to share in the first Holy Eucharist of the season
of Advent. You are invited to be surrounded by the beauty of the purple, and to participate in the lighting of the first Advent candle as it majestically rests in its place in the
circle of greenery that is the Christ child’s wreath.
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You are invited to follow the path of Advent while we venture into those unknown
places of waiting with Mary, John the Baptizer, Elizabeth, Zechariah, and Luke, our
Advent Gospel writer. Jesus will tell us the signs of his coming. John will tell us that if
we have two coats, then give one to a neighbor in need. Mary will walk miles and
miles to stay with her cousin Elizabeth. Together with Mary We will sing the Magnificat
in all its promise and glory.
You are invited to……
Pick up your Advent calendars in the church and discover your Advent journey day by
day through the biblical stories, the wise, prophetic Advent counsel, the prayers, the
heart of service, the grace, the gratitude, and the giving which gently guides us to the
threshold of Christmas.

5-6

Advent is not a gloomy time, although the Winter darkness surrounds us. It is a time
of solemn reflection given to us as we near the end of another year. Advent is a quiet
time to reflect and focus on what really matters to us: individually and as a church.
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The season provides us with the tools and a gracious attitude to reach beyond whatever binds us up so that we are able to let go, to let love and compassion be our companions as we anticipate new birth of Christ and our own new beginnings.
You are invited not only to bring yourselves to our Advent season of joy and hope.
You are invited to bring others and to spread the word of the Coming of Christ.
You are invited to prayer:
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus
Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen (1979
BCP, page 212)
For Christmas Eve, our choir has added several singers from the Honors Choir at Seneca High School. The special music begins at 10 PM followed by the Christ Mass
with the Holy Eucharist at 10:30 PM. Bring your friends and family. Scones and Hot
Cider will be served before and after the service.
Peace to all, Deedie+
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From the Sr. Warden ’ s Desk
On Friday and Saturday, November 2 and 3, I was one of four delegates representing Ascension at the 96th
Diocesan Convention held in Columbia, SC. I’ve been fortunate enough to have been a delegate before
and I looked forward to these two days in Columbia. Let me share some of it with you.
The Convention was held in and on the property of Trinity Cathedral in Columbia. It is a site that truly sings
“cathedral”; it’s beautiful. Candles line the main aisle, the choir occupies long rows of seats in the main transept and it has a pipe organ whose magnificent sound could fill the city of Seneca. There are also numerous
offices and meeting areas, both large and small that will accommodate several hundred people; class rooms
that lend themselves to study groups plus a dining hall proportionate to the number of people present in November.
The Convention is divided into two parts; Leadership Day (Friday) and Business Day (Saturday). Leadership Day is a series of Forums and each delegate has the opportunity to choose two he or she will attend.
This year the forums dealt with the Stewardship of Creation; one was on Food Systems & Sustainability, another was on Climate Change another Energy and Advocacy, another on Land Use and Finally Water
Qualtiy.
The Keynote address was delivered by Dr. James McClintock, Endowed Professor of Polar & Marine Biology, The University of Alabama. Instead of giving you chapter and verse on my choices I will give you some
of Dr. McClintock’s educated and learned opinion.
We are experiencing Climate Change – not global warming, and the proof lies in the notable recent large,
destructive storm systems, the number of suddenly active volcanoes, and the response of some animals.
He states that the Adelie Penguins will become extinct in our lifetime because of climate changes. They are
laying fewer eggs, and some of the eggs are either damaged or non productive, thus reducing the growth of
this species. There is more flooding especially in new areas, and man’s chronic use of fossel fuels is affecting the ozone. This is only a smattering of his information, and he recommends some things we can begin
to do to eventually, over long periods of time, slow and reverse climate change.
Leadership day was closed with a beautiful service of Evening Prayer held in the cathedral, and dinner
cooked at the Cathedral; a “farm to table dinner” representing our need to eat a more plant based diet in order to help the environment.
Business Day is exactly what the title signifies, the business of the Diocese beginning at 7:30 a.m. and continuing on until approximately 4 p.m. During this day we focused on the budget (SOM – Statement of Mission), elections of folks to numerous offices, all done with written ballots. And as can be expected sometimes it takes more than one ballot to fill an office. There were reports of several committees, followed by
discussions, proposed Resolutions are heard and discussed and may be adopted. At 11:00 a.m. we met in
the Cathedral for a formal Holy Eucharist and sermon by the Bishop followed by lunch, a break then onto
business.
We adjourned at about 4 p.m. a bit tired (at least I was) but satisfied that that our Episcopal faith and the
South Carolina Diocese are rock solid. I left feeling a sense of pride and accomplishment and convinced
that being an Episcopalian was a perfect fit for me – in many ways. This is simply a brief overview of what is
and was an extraordinary, meaningful experience and I recommend that anyone would benefit from the exposure of being a Convention Delegate.
Betty Stephens, Senior Warden

You are invited to the Stewardship Luncheon—Sunday December 2
Please don’t bring anything, all food and drink are being provided by the Vestry

GET YOUR PLEDGES IN BY SUNDAY DECEMBER 2
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Jr. Warden ’ s Comments
Thoughts and comments from your Jr. Warden.
We have made it once again through the summer and into the fall. Time once again to remember to get
our pledge cards in. The holidays are once again upon us. It is a time of joy and celebrating. Just don’t
forget the reason for all the joy. ‘Tis the birth of our Lord and Savior.
We have gotten the AC problem fixed and hopefully the leaky roof. There are a few small things that
need correcting but nothing major. So, we are ending the year on a good note.
Spring will be here be here before we know it! However, if we start making plans now, we will be ready
when spring arrives. This spring we need to get the community garden up and running. It has been lying
dormant for a year and is begging to produce again.
If you observe something that needs my attention, a phone call, an E-mail or a note in the JR Wardens
box will get my attention.
Phone: 828- 231 1310 E-mail: skip1936@att.net.
JD Williams, Jr. Warden

Outreach Committee
Ann Hope Wednesday Dinner
Please join us on Wednesday, January 16 to serve the hungry at Ann Hope United Methodist Church. We
will leave Ascension at 5:00 pm and be ready to serve at 6:00 pm at Ann Hope. Ascension’s super chef,
John Hulsey will be preparing a delicious meal. If you want to help cook, please contact John at (864) 7107112 or Tricia (843) 907-2398.

Ian Invitation
I’m looking for a few people who are familiar with the history of our church and are willing to work with
me to write update Ascension’s history to cover the past 36 years. We have the book, “We Love Thy
Place (Church)” written by The Reverend Philip G. Clarke, Jr. which was written for the Centenary of
Ascension and covers the years from 1882-1982. It is time to write a sequel which includes the very
eventful years from 1983-2018. We have a rich and wonderful history and stories to tell. Who is willing
to work with me on this project ? Call or leave a message at the church office: 882-2006.
Deedie+

REMINDER:

Please turn in your poinsettia plant order form

as soon as you can, to get your order in. Order forms are
In your Sunday bulletin each week.
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
214 Northampton Road

Seneca, SC 29672

Phone: 864-882-2006
E-mail: Ascensionworship@bellsouth.net
Web: /www.ascensionseneca.org
Like us on FaceBook
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-3pm

World Missions

Ministers’ Cook-Off
The 2018 Ministers’ Cook-Off to benefit Safe Harbor was a great success, with many thanks to:
Church of the Ascension

Tricia, Dave, and Linda did a super job with the Mount of Olives Bites
th

The 16 Cook-Off netted over $13,500 raising the sixteen-year total to over $134,500.
Acolytes
We would very much appreciate anyone who is interested to serve as an Acolyte. The duties are to
process the Cross and assist Deedie at the Altar. Please let us know if you would like to take on this
service.
Environment
The topic at the EDUSC Convention held in Columbia on 02-03 November was the environment. There
were several takeaways that will be discussed further in the new year. One I will mention here deals
energy (one of several topics: Food Systems and Sustainability/Resiliency, Climate Change: Dispelling
Myths, Energy and Advocacy, Land Use and Conservation, Water Quality). Here are two tips we
should consider:
Use LED lights where ever possible (make sure the bulb matches the lamp requirements).
When purchasing items look for the Energy Star label (www.energystar.gov).

Respectfully submitted,
Lou Leffler.
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Our Out Reach event coordinator for ‘Rise Against Hunger’,
Tricia Dodge and Reverend Deedie Marshall.

Rise Against Hunger is an international relief organization that distributes food and life-changing aid to the
world’s most vulnerable, mobilizing the necessary resources to end hunger by 2030…hence their new theme
#2030 is possible!
In 1998, a United Methodist minister named Ray Buchanan founded Stop Hunger Now, and the organization
rebranded as Rise Against Hunger in 2017. During its 20 year history, the organization has enlisted volunteers to produce millions of nutritious meals annually to in-country partners around the world that are working
to serve communities. The organization also seeks to change lives by promoting education, improving students’ health and nutrition, addressing gender inequalities, stimulating economic growth and fighting child
labor.
On November 10, more than 60 volunteers partnered with the people of Ascension to pack 10,152 meals,
making our five year total 50,760 meals. Each meal costs the church 29 cents and will feed a family of six. It
took approximately 2 hours to complete packing the meals. We enlisted volunteers from our community to
help with this event. This year the Boy Scouts returned for their second year. We had many Clemson students…some from religious organizations on campus and others from an engineering organization.
We will soon be notified as to where our meals will be sent. Last year, the meals went to hurricane ravaged Puerto Rico.
And this is how our day began…..
Naomi Brisard, Rise Against Hunger Community Engagement Coordinator, gave us instructions
before we began. ( Notice everyone is wearing their “red” hair net)

Measuring and Filling the bags with a vitamin packet, rice & seasonings.

Weighing each bag.

Sealing each bag.
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Continued from page 5—Rise Against Hunger Event, pictures
Counting the bags before boxing & sealing for shipment.

A gong was sounded to rejoice our completion.

MANY HANDS CAME TOGETHER on NOVEMBER 10th

Boy Scouts Volunteered
Clemson Students Volunteered

All packed up
and ready to
head back to
the warehouse.

Ascension Volunteers
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For the New Year….
Greetings to all! For the New Year we will take on, as a congregation the learning about and the establishing a Rule Of Life. This is not about setting rules and regulations. The Rule of Life evolves into our
lives as a pattern of the many ways we can shape our lives, our daily routines, by engaging ourselves
into regular patterns of spiritual practices.
We will all learn together as we embark on the adventure of balance in our lives through our regular and
daily prayer time, quiet reflection time through a variety of means which fit to our own life styles and personal needs. The purpose carries us towards an enrichment in our relationship with God.
You are invited! We will begin this fun and exciting time Sunday, December 2, during the sermon time.
Lynn Robinson will give our initial message and bring us into that place of redeeming the time through
our own spiritual practices.
We will continue learning more and exploring together during Advent.
Advent is a wonderful time in the church year to find places and patterns of quiet and spiritual growth.
So, thus the new journey begins.
See you Sunday.
Grace and peace to all,
Deedie+

Annual “Coats for Christ” collection.
Please bring in a new or slightly used Jacket, Coat, Sweater or
scarf (men and women, adult and children’s sizes)
Before December 23rd. When they will be blessed and your
donations will be given to The United Way of Oconee County for
distribution in our community.

DURING ADVENT—GIVING BACK TO OUR COMMUNITY IN NEED:
Collection Baskets are in the narthex to collect your donations for Safe Harbor/Oconee Shelter: mouthwash, hair products (styling hair product, shampoo,
conditioner), razors, towels, Lysol, twin-size mattress protectors, lunch boxes
Golden Corner Food Pantry and Our Daily Rest Homeless Shelter: non-perishables and
canned foods
Foothills Pregnancy Care Center: baby diapers and wipes
Lions Club: used eye glasses and hearing aids

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Life Line Screening will be at Ascension on Friday December 7th
Pre-registration is required. To register for your appointment and to receive a special $10 discount, please
call 1-888-653-6450 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners
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A Challenge
This year 2018 we’ve pushed our Sunday attendance beyond 30. Let’s keep up the good work and now and maintain 30
while we push for 40.
Our diocese has one plan for church growth and that is….invite others to church Ascension. Many of you have heard
Bishop Waldo say, when asked ‘how to grow the church?, " invite others to Ascension".
Don’t ask just one time, but many; offer to pick them up, and if necessary, offer to take them to lunch after church.

We can do this…Together we can!

8

