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Lift up your hearts……
Greetings to all.
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First of all, I want to
extend my thanks to all
who have been present
during the summer
months in order to sustain our ministries. I
especially thank those
“Office Angels” who
have welcomed others
to our church both at
the front door and on
the phone. You have
all made a difference.
Our key word right now
is, “sustainability”. Sustainability evolves out
of faithful and mindful
Stewardship. We have
come a long way since
a year ago. We want to
sustain our progress
and our faithfulness to
one another and to our
parish.
I share with you the
prayer for the Reaffirmation of our Confirmation vows taken
when we join the Episcopal Church. The
bishop places his, or
her hands on your
head and prays the
following: “(Name),
may the Holy Spirit,
who has begun a good

work in you, direct and
uphold you in the service
of Christ and his kingdom.” (1979 BCP, page
310).
We all understand this
intent and the broad
blessings of this prayer.
In her article in the web
page My Jewish Learning, Rabbi Jill Jacobs reminds us of two other
sayings from Hebrew
writings which I want to
share with you. They are
part of the Jewish Mishnah, the writings known
as the Pirkei Avot
(Chapters of the Fathers). “The world stands
on three things: ‘Torah,
service, and acts of loving kindness’ (1:2) and
“You are not obligated to
complete the work, but
neither are you free to
desist from it.” (2:21). *
I think both these sayings
reaffirm the message in
our own Baptismal Covenant. Confirmation simply
reaffirms the Covenant in
the church we promise to
serve as we engage in
community with one another.
As I have stated previously, this has been a
very good year for Ascension. It is also time to

find consistency and
continued sustainability
as we reach the home
stretch for the final four
months of the year. We
want to finish strong so
that we can assure the
stability of Ascension for
2019.
Let us be at peace with
each other and continue
the commitments we
made at the beginning
of 2018. These include
Time, Talent and Treasure. The gift of our time
supports our ministries
within the church such
as being present in the
liturgy, at Altar Guild,
vestry, delegates, Meet
and Greet, etc. Talent
includes all our Godgiven talents, so let us
continue to put those to
work for the glorification
of God through all our
ministries. We continue
to be financially selfsustaining, so let us
keep sharing our treasure as we prepare for
our Stewardship Campaign for 2019.
Finally, here are some
vital dates to remember
as we navigate through
these final months of
2018:
(continued on Page 2)
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From the Sr. Warden ’ s Desk
The Book of Common Prayer
The General Convention of the Episcopal Church was held in July of this year. One of the items on the
agenda was “Revisions in The Book of Common Prayer”. This Book is centuries old and has existed
through many revisions. Each revision has seen its own degree of controversy and opposition. Revisions
are not made quickly or lightly and can take up to ten years to complete. The last revision was accomplished in 1979. After much discussion this year, possible new revisions to The Book were shelved indefinitely. There was most likely a collective sigh of relief, this is a long and exhaustive project that passes
through several Conventions before it is presented as a work accomplished.
The original Book of Common Prayer, published in 1549 is said to be the work of Thomas Cranmer,
Archbishop of Canterbury. The work of producing a liturgy in the English language began with the reign of
Henry VIII and continued through his son Edward VI. Until Henry VIII “prayer books” were written in Latin. It
was the first book to include complete forms of service for daily and Sunday worship in English. It contained
Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, the Litany, Holy Communion, the orders for Baptism, Confirmation , Marriage, prayers for the sick and a funeral service. It contained the collects, the readings list for the Old and
New Testament, daily prayer, and canticles.
With the death of Edward, Queen Mary I returned to a union with Rome and the restoration of the Latin
Mass. Queen Mary was followed by Elizabeth I who returned to worship by the Church of England and the
Book of Common Prayer was again published and used in l552.
We jump forward to 1789 when the U.S. Episcopal Church separates itself from the Church of England via
Scotland and Bishop Seabury of Connecticut and publishes its first Book of Common Prayer based on both
the English and Scottish prayer books. Since then thorough revisions have been only been made in 1892,
1928, and 1979.
This is a brief history of the Book of Common Prayer so beloved to Episcopalians and I give research credit
to Wikipedia for the information in this summary. There was much that I couldn’t include because of space,
but the Book that means so much to us, that we continue to use today is centuries old and binds Episcopalians world wide with a common belief and practice. With one Book our world is closer!
Betty Stephens, Sr. Warden

(continued from Page 1)
October 17 Ann Hope United Methodist Church Dinner
October 19-21 Oktoberfest in Walhalla
November 1 The Ministers Cook-Off (Fund raiser for Safe Harbor at Clemson United Methodist Church)
5 PM-until.
November 2 -3 Diocesan Convention at Trinity Cathedral in Columbia
November 10 Rise Against Hunger (meal packing in the Parish Hall)
We are also planning an Oyster Roast/ Low Country Boil in conjunction with a Silent Auction as our fall
fundraiser. That date will be determined in the next few weeks.
Ascension is counting on your participation in these and other ministries for the Fall. Everyone is invited.
All are welcomed. All are supported and encouraged by me and your vestry to serve with us as we finish
our mission and ministries for 2018.
Peace to all, Deedie+
* (My Jewish Learning; Rabbi Jill Jacobs, Pirkei Avot: Ethics of Our Fathers; 80 Faces Media)
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Outreach Committee

It is time again to think about Rise Against Hunger at Ascension. This year,
the meal packing event is scheduled for November 10. This will be our fifth year of packing meals…for a
grand total of over 50,000 meals. Each meal will feed a family of 6 and costs us 29 cents.
A bit of history…Rise Against Hunger (formerly Stop Hunger Now) was begun in 1998 by Ray Buchanan, a
United Methodist Minister, who envisioned a world without hunger.
Ray’s passion was to see
“transformational development” and to expand the hunger fighting program beyond meal packaging and distribution. The goal of the organization is to end hunger by 2030.
The organization’s 20-year approach does more than just feed people…it changes lives by promoting education, improving students’ health and nutrition, addressing gender inequalities, stimulating economic growth,
and fighting child labor.
Rise Against Hunger also responds to crises, natural and man-made. Last year, our meals went to hurricane
ravaged Puerto Rico.
Please join us as we invite other churches, Boy Scouts, and students at Clemson to our packing party on November 10. You can come too! We need 40 volunteers to staff the event. However, if you cannot be there,
you can support this annual event by writing a check to Ascension and notating it for “Rise Against Hunger”.

Ann Hope
Mark your calendar to come join Outreach for the next event at Ann Hope to feed the hungry. The date is
October 17. We are cooking lasagna!

Ministers Cookoff
November 1 is the date for this year’s event to support Safe Harbor. We had a great time last year at Clemson United Methodist Church…John Cessarich, WYFF’s “John Knows Weather”, loved our “Bites from the
Garden of Olives.”

LOOK FOR OUR
ASCENSION FOOD BOOTH
ON MAIN STREET AT THE
WALHALLA OKTOBERFEST

OCTOBER 19—21
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE
ASCENSION
214 Northampton Road
Seneca, SC 29672
Phone: 864-882-2006
E-mail: Ascensionworship@bellsouth.net
Web: /www.ascension-seneca.org
FaceBook: -.

Thoughts, Observations and
Comments from your Jr. Warden

Here we are a third of the way through August and every thing is rolling along fairly smoothly. We have
gotten a lot of the sidewalks cleaned but have a way to go to finish. When the weather cools that will
be the time to finish that project.
We have purchased a new timer for the sign out front. It must be working correctly because I haven’t
had any complaints. We have stopped putting band aids on the AC system and have made a proper
repair on it. So, hopefully we are good for the long run on the heating/AC systems.
The leak in the roof is still bugging us. I am meeting with two different roofing companies, one local and
the other from Greenville, in order to get two view points on the problem; hopefully, they will come up
with a solution to the problem that has plagued us for a long time.
Our community garden went unused this spring. Now is the time to be thinking of a fall crop. By the
end of summer most folks forget about planting a Winter garden. But there are a lot of veggies that
love the cool weather. So, let us see if we can put the soil to good use and that will help prepare it for
the spring crops.
And again, if you observe something that needs my attention, a phone call, an E-mail or a note in the
JR Wardens box will get my attention.
Phone: 828- 231 1310 E-mail: skip1936@att.net.

By JD Williams, Jr. Warden

The Vestry has decided to use “Singing Rooster” dark roast
French coffee at our Meet & Greet and other church functions.
This product comes from Haiti and 66% of the price ($10/bag)
goes to the farmers in Haiti. The only other costs are for export/
import, transport to roaster, warehousing, roasting, bagging,
shipping. We will also have coffee available for sale to anyone
who want some. We hope you will enjoy it and that you will let
us know what type (whole bean or ground) you prefer and how
many bags to order for you.
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Cange Opportunity
Jackie Williams has been a huge supporter of Cange, Haiti. She and her late husband Pierce (known, as
Jackie told me, as Fierce Pierce) began their involvement in Cange several decades ago when Pierce
worked on the design and installation of the first water system. The water system has grown with our Diocesan and Clemson Engineers in Developing Countries efforts. There are now nine fountains. One of Jackie’s
projects over the years has been Sant Art, the Artisan Center that employs over 20 local artists who do many
different kinds of work including painting, sewing, knitting, pottery, and metal work [http://
www.haitiartisans.org]. Jackie will soon be returning to the US. As a gift in her honor it is suggested that the
Sant Art artisans paint scenes and themes on each of the fountains. The cost for this is estimated at $2,800.
Any contributions would be greatly appreciated. They can be sent to Dr Beth Kunkel (a long-time associate
of Jackie): 111 Hillcrest Ave; Clemson, SC 29631.

Acolytes
We would like to incorporate more of us as Acolytes. You all know what this involves; assisting Deedie at the
Altar as Server, Crucifer, and Candle Processors. Indoctrination is quite straight forward. We train you before your first Sunday. However if you would like the manual, it is available from Amazon for $25 and at
lower cost for on-line video.

Contemplation
An excellent resource to assist our contemplative focus is the daily meditation from Fr Richard Rohr, a Franciscan Priest and founder of the Center for Action and Contemplation (CAC). The meditations “explore how
we can incarnate love in our unique context by unveiling the image and likeness of God in all that we see and
do”. Just go to: https://cac.org/ and click on the Email Sign Up box at the top (no charges).
Respectfully,
Lou Leffler.

Oyster Roast Photos from 2014

PAGE 6

T HE S T E E P LE

V O LU M E 1 , I S S U E 2

Episcopalians invited to grow as evangelists through 30-day challenge
By David Paulsen

Posted Aug 28, 2018

(We are aware that this article may be dated, But it can be used 365 days out of the year at any given time
and be adapted to your own personal calendar)

[Episcopal News Service] Think about the last 24 hours. What has given you joy?
There’s no right or wrong answer, but if you’ve taken up the 30-Day Evangelism Challenge, the answer to that question was just the beginning.

“The reason it’s 30 days is it takes 30 days to change a habit,” said the Rev. Becky Zartman, one of the creators of
the challenge, which launched Aug. 4 on the Episcopal Evangelists’ Facebook page and is scheduled to conclude on
Sept. 2.
The new habit formed by challenge participants is the practice of evangelism. The game-like series of daily prompts
encourages reflection and action, harnessing the recent energy in the Episcopal Church around evangelism and
seizing on the spirit of experimentation encouraged by Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s Way of Love and its seven
rule-of-life practices.
“Sometimes the narrative of decline in our church is so heavy on the heart,” said the Rev. Patricia Lyons, the Diocese of Washington’s missioner for evangelism and community engagement. “And as a result, we lose creativity in
that scarcity, and we’re afraid to play and experiment. And I understand why. The stakes are huge in a post-Christian
culture.”
She and Zartman were determined to try something new and learn from the experience. Zartman serves as an Episcopal chaplain at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. Both were part of the team of advisers who met with
the presiding bishop last year to discuss evangelism and who produced the framework for the Way of Love.
The 30-Day Evangelism Challenge grew out of those conversations, as well as Lyons’ experimenting with what she
calls “micro-formation.” She saw social media as the ideal platform.
Lyons and Zartman are both Facebook administrators on the Episcopal Evangelists page, which is now approaching
4,000 members after its launch just a few months ago. This became their test group for the Evangelism Challenge.
So far, the response has been encouraging, with more than 50 churches sharing the Episcopal Evangelists’ posts
about the challenge and more than 2,000 engagements with those posts, Lyons said.
The 30 days are broken into three phases. Over the first 10 days, Zartman, tasked with writing the individual posts,
challenged participants to look inward and think about the place of God in their own lives.
Day 4: “Think about your life. When did you feel close to God? When did you feel far away? What brought you
home?”
Day 7: “Write a thank you note to someone who’s been influential in your faith journey. Who did you write to, and
why?”
“Where Jesus shows up in people’s lives never ceases to amaze me,” Zartman said.
For the second phase, participants were encouraged to look around and seek God in their neighborhoods and their
neighbors. Zartman sees such exercises as building the foundation of a uniquely Episcopal brand of evangelism.
“This isn’t about just going out and handing out tracts,” she said. “Rather it’s about where Jesus is already working in
the world and discovering where you can join.”
(continued on page 7)
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(continued from page 6)
The challenge’s final 10 days are more of a call to action, encouraging participants to pray, serve, show kindness
and, when the moment is right, talk about their faith with others.
“My hope is to make a curriculum that people can use in their parishes that will help people stay accountable to
each other and actually foster a sense of the practice of evangelism on the ground in parishes,” Zartman said.
Part of the challenge’s value is the Facebook discussion it fosters among participants, though Zartman also created
a simple website to house the daily posts. Lyons also thought one of the most interesting mixes of responses came
on Day 6, when participants were encouraged to consider where God is working in their own lives by asking their
social media followers.

Many expressed feeling awkward at even asking the question, with one comparing it to a teenager posting a selfie
and asking for compliments. But some were pleasantly surprised by the feedback they received from friends, and
several commenters felt encouraged at hearing their efforts to lead a Christian life had not gone unnoticed.
“I was really taken with how hard that question was,” Lyons said, but part of the challenge is to brave the uncomfortable. “This is a very good Episcopal formation moment.”
Lyons said she has received numerous emails from churches interested in modifying this challenge for different
contexts, and she and Zartman plan to spend time after these first 30 days are over to review what worked and
what could be improved. Eventually, they envision any number of similar 30-day challenges centered around other
aspects of faith, including the seven practices of the Way of Love.
“It seems like the church is hungry for an Episcopal-style evangelism,” Zartman said, and Episcopalians are learning how to articulate their faith in their own way. “This is about the amazingness of God and sharing that love.”
– David Paulsen is an editor and reporter for the Episcopal News Service. He can be reached at
dpaulsen@episcopalchurch.org.

A Challenge
This year 2018 we’ve pushed our Sunday attendance beyond 30. Let’s keep up the good work and maintain 30 while we
push for 40.
Our diocese has one plan for church growth and that is….invite others to church Ascension. Many of you have heard
Bishop Waldo say, when asked ‘how to grow the church?, " invite others to Ascension".
Don’t ask just one time, but many; offer to pick them up, and if necessary, offer to take them to lunch after church.

Ian Invitation

I’m looking for a few people who are familiar with the history of our church and are willing to work with me to write update Ascension’s history to cover the past 36 years. We have the book, “We Love Thy Place (Church)” written by The
Reverend Philip G. Clarke, Jr., which was written for the Centenary of Ascension and covers the years from 1882-1982.
It is time to write a sequel which includes the very eventful years from 1983-2018. We have a rich and wonderful history
and stories to tell. Who is willing to work with me on this project ? Call or leave a message at the church office: 8822006.
Deedie+
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A HARVEST OF GIVING BACK TO OUR COMMUNITY IN NEED:
Collection Baskets are in the narthex to collect your donations for Safe Harbor/Oconee Shelter: mouthwash, hair products (styling hair product, shampoo,
conditioner), razors, towels, Lysol, twin-size mattress protectors, lunch boxes

Golden Corner Food Pantry and Our Daily Rest Homeless
Shelter: non-perishables and canned foods
Foothills Pregnancy Care Center: baby diapers and wipes
Lions Club: used eye glasses and hearing aids

