Episcopal Church of the Ascension, Seneca SC

The Steeple
Volume 1, Issue 3

Summer 2018

Rector’s Reflection
Lift up your hearts…….

Senior Warden’s Comments

Peace and greetings to
all as we begin the
long season of green in
Ordinary Time. I think
we can all give an
“Amen” to a break in
the rain, humidity and
eternal mist in the air.
However, the rainbows
brought forth from the
dark, stormy, rainy
skies have been magnificent when the
clouds finally clear and
2 the sun smiles again.

Junior Warden’s Comments

3

World Missions
General Convention

4

Episcopal Church in SC

5

Bishop Curry preaches at
Royal Wedding

6

Coming Events

7

Inside this issue:

Stories circulate and
make their mark on
churches and dioceses
and those who are patient enough to sit and
listen as they are told.
Ascension has its own
stories. We have one
in particular to celebrate as we enter the
month of June.
May 5 marked a new
era and the beginning
of a new page in the
history of our beloved
parish. After months of
planning, following the
vision, and creating the
process, the Vestry,
along with the help of
many others, brought
to fruition Ascension’s
first Market Day. The
Market Day brought
together a Silent Auc-

tion, floor sales of
many miscellaneous
items, and a delicious
lunch prepared under
the direction and expertise of our resident
chef John and many
sous-chefs. Yes indeed, it was the best
lunch in town!
We gathered furniture,
treasured Clemson
items, dog grooming
services, several golfing packages, a baby
basinet set, and many,
many more donated
items and services
from the Seneca Community. The parish hall
was packed full.
So your next question
is, well, was it a success? Yes, indeed, it
was and will continue
to be for we are not
finished yet. Some
items are being considered for sale now and
other products will be
included in the next
Silent Auction later in
All in all, we have
cleared a little over
$2800.00 and when we
complete the sales on
the kayak and the table
set we will clear close
to $3500.00. This was
our first sale of this
kind. It raised approxi-

mately $3,000.00 we
did not have prior to
May 5.
Was it hard work? Of
course, it was. With
more hands the work
load would have been
easier. I have faith that
more folks will step forward for the next fundraiser at Ascension.
Regardless of our first
impressions and how
we measure success,
the key for us all is to
remain upbeat, positive, and celebrate our
victories no matter how
large or how small they
may be. Together we
can succeed, with
God’s help. And the
Holy Spirit keeps
showing up and showing up and we are
grateful and are always
finding ways to express
our gratitude.
What did we learn?
We learned that we
can take on larger projects and achieve success. That it is always
worth the work and in
truth, Market Day was
a ministry of our parish
and we were the catalysts, the ministers of
its going forward to the
end.
(Cont’d p.2)
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From the Sr. Warden ’ s Desk
LEGACY – Bequest, a gift, something transmitted by or received from an ancestor or predecessor or from
the past, traditions, heirlooms, histories, anything handed down!
For some time the word “legacy” has been swimming through my mind. As we prepared for our Market Day,
as we served food at the Stumphouse Festival, participation in the Respite program, and yes especially in
our Sunday services and recent columbarium committals, these are the foundations of enduring legacies.
Going through files recently I glanced at the number of parish member lists I had saved and I hear the whisper “legacy” and see the flash of memories as I read familiar names of parishioners who for a variety of reasons are no longer on our rolls.
In the past six months we have interred five members of Ascension; three during the week of May 6th. Each
committal has echoed “legacy”.
First of the five were Mark and Lamar Gilson. Lamar’s gifts remain visible to this day in the needle point
kneelers at the altar she helped to stitch and in the cover on the Bishop’s and Rector’s chairs. She also
made one of Ascensions banners.
Then there’s the brass plaque on the wall outside of Deedie’s office. It identifies the gift of the Rector’s Office to Ascension by the Sampson Family in honor of Patricia Sampson. Patricia was interred in 1998, husband Richard joined her in May of this year.
Last of the five are Millard and Jean Pollock whose funeral and committals were also held in May. Jean was
a faithful member of Ascension’s choir, and Millard was a vestry member, Jr. Warden and Sr. Warden. The
Columbarium remains a visible “legacy” of his life at Ascension. The loving stories of their lives as told by
family and visitors are yet another legacy.
Ascension itself is a visible, viable legacy; the legacy of the many hands who gave the gifts of time, energy,
money and faith so that those who continue to worship here may have a house. Most important we as a
congregation continue to live, believe and perpetuate the legacy of the risen Lord.
Not all legacies are warm fuzzy memories. We live with the brutality of war and changing society, man’s
anger and dissatisfaction with society and law; yet even in our dark times there comes the learning that
change lives by it’s legacy.
What will YOUR legacy be? Heirlooms and memories are legacies as well as money and buildings and service; what legacies go through your life with you? What legacies are a part of your foundation? Where in
your life can you apply the word and meaning of “legacy”?
Betty Stephens, Sr. Warden
(Rectors Comments—cont’d)
We learned that the Silent Auction was popular and next time we will combine a Silent Auction with an Oyster Roast and Low Country boil. We will eliminate the smaller floor sales items. And we will add some good
music entertainment during the meal. We will also schedule a day that will not interfere with our other
groups. We are a very busy church, with many other people in and out. Isn’t that A good problem to have?
Stay tuned for our next fundraiser in late Fall 2018. There will be the Silent Auction with more wonderful offerings to bid on, great music and delicious food including the oysters and a real low country boil in the Upstate.
Blessing on your summer,
Deedie+
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Jr. Warden ’ s Comments
For those of you that have not observed it, we have a new Jr Warden at the Church of the Ascension.
The prime responsibility of The Jr Warden is the maintenance of the buildings and grounds.
I assumed the duty early in the spring, just in time to start the much needed cleanup around the Lords
house. Myself and few helpful souls have accomplished a good start. The garden area at the entrance
to the church has had a good weed pulling and trimming. With the help of a local gardener and good
friend, Jason Smith, we accomplished a start of a cleanup at the outdoor chapel. Useable but still a lot to
do. We were fortunate the weather held and Sunrise Services on Easter Morning were held in the Outdoor Chapel. This was a beautiful start to a glorious day.
There is always some thing that needs to be accomplished. We have a good start on pressure washing
the sidewalks. Only so much can be accomplished in a days time but we will get it done. I think it
brightens the entrance to the chapel and the garden.
I can always use a little help. As you walk around enjoying the beauty of our Lords House and you observe a stray weed or vine that shouldn’t be there, don’t think, “ Hey some one missed one”. Go ahead
and remove the offending greenery. No one will probably notice but it will make you feel better. Also, if
you observe something that needs attention let me know and I will do my best to rectify the problem. A
phone call, E-Mail or a note left in the JR Wardens box will work.
JD Williams, Jr. Warden

On Tuesday, May 29th, Lynn Robinson was welcomed as
a postulant into the Companions of St. Luke,
a Benedictine Society. The Companions held their
annual convocation at Conception Abby, located near
Kansas City, Missouri.

Lynn is seen here with her shepherd, Heather.

Congratulations High School Graduates:

Cam Hulsey and Max Prosser

God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and confusing world: Show
them that your ways give more life than the ways of the world, and that following you is better
than chasing after selfish goals. Help them to take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but
as a chance for a new start. Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and to keep alive their
joy in your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
214 Northampton Road
Seneca, SC 29672
Phone: 864-882-2006
E-mail: Ascensionworship@bellsouth.net
Web: /www.ascension-seneca.org
Like Us On FaceBook

World Missions

Cange, Haiti Update
There has been much progress in Haiti. In Cange the Ecole Bon Sauveur (school) continues to
operate. Summits is operating 40 village schools in the Central Plateau. There have been two
medical mission trips to eight remote villages so far this year. Patients are diagnosed by doctors
who prescribe medications that will continue to be provided.
The Centre de Formation Fritz Lafontant (CFFL) is the school which is part of Zanmi Agrikol (ZL) Partners in Agriculture. They are very successful with graduates and food production. Schools and
village libraries in the Central Plateau are in need of support, to donate click here:
Clemson Engineers in Developing Countries (CEDC) are very active in Cange. The water system is
operating very well and provides the best (purest) water in Haiti by measured standards. The
CEDC students intern in Haiti for several months. Current projects under development and
evaluation include biodigesters, hydropower, medical equipment, concrete testing, to name a few.
CEDC presented at their Summit in April. For information on this excellent program visit:
www.clemsonengineers.com.

Go to the General Convention web site
www.generalconvention.org for details and to the Episcopal
News Service web site www.episcopalnewsservice.org for daily
updates.
The 79th General Convention of
The Episcopal Church will meet July 5th—13th, 2018

in Austin, Texas

Please pray for the Clergy and Lay Deputies who represent the Diocese of Upper South
Carolina. Their decisions will impact us.
The Rev. Furman Buchanan, The Rev. Michael Flanagan, The Rev. Alan Leonard,
The Rev. Dr. Susan Prinz, (Alt. The Rev. Patricia Sexton), Mrs. Scooty Burch,
Mrs. Angela Daniel, Dr. Norah Grimball, Mrs. Mary Anne Park, (Alt. Regina Ratterree).
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A Letter from the Bishop of the Episcopal Church in
South Carolina,
Dear Friends,
As you may be aware, the U.S. Supreme Court is scheduled to discuss the petition involving our diocese
at its conference on June 7. As the time draws near for us to hear their decision, I write to make you
aware of how matters stand in this ongoing process.
Uncertainty always brings a measure of anxiety. One thing we can do to help manage that is to be clear
about what will, and will not, be decided when the Supreme Court rules. It is important to know that whatever the ruling, it will likely take several months for the rest of the legal process to conclude.
Here is the best information we have now:
If the case is discussed on June 7 as scheduled, the Justices may or may not make a decision at that
conference. If they do, then at least four of the nine Justices would have to vote to grant a writ of certiorari for the case to proceed. If not, certiorari is denied, and that part of the process ends.
Monday, June 11 would be the first day we might expect to hear a decision, but it could come on a later
Monday. The Supreme Court’s term ends June 30.
When the decision arrives, I will call together our diocesan leadership for a time of prayer, information
sharing, and discussion. I ask you all to hold the Justices and every person involved in this case in your
prayers.
Again, no immediate changes will take place as a result of the Supreme Court ruling. If the Supreme
Court grants certiorari, then more legal steps lie ahead. If the court rules in our favor and denies the petition, it will still remain for the state court to implement that decision before any change in the status of
property occurs.
The legal steps toward implementation are already in progress, in both state and federal court, but are
likely to take several months to reach their conclusion.
Meanwhile, another process also has begun, which is the important work of reaching out, establishing
relationships, encouraging conversations, and inviting people who want to be part of The Episcopal
Church to join together in healing and reuniting our diocese. This is an equally important process, and
one that I hope you will pray for, and participate in.
I am grateful to all of you who have continued to work tirelessly in your faith communities and have been
steadfast through sometimes trying circumstances.
When the property matters reach their final resolution in the courts, our prayer is that we will be joining
with the people in the affected parishes to worship our Lord Jesus Christ together, as people have done
in this diocese every Sunday for more than two centuries.
Gratefully and in Christ,
Bishop Skip
Reprinted from The Episcopal Church in South Carolina web site: www.episcopalchurchsc.org
5/23/2018
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Presiding Bishop Michael Curry preaches at the Royal Wedding

“The Power of Love”—A Sermon
by the Most Rev. Michael B. Curry
for
The Marriage of
HRH Prince Henry of Wales & Ms. Meghan Markle
Saturday, May 19, 2018

[Episcopal News Service – Windsor, U.K.] Two videos and the full text of Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s sermon at the royal wedding of Prince Harry and American actress Meghan Markle
follow. The first video is the official broadcast from the BBC and the second was recorded on one
of the large public screens stationed along the procession route in Windsor, where 150,000 wellwishers thronged the streets.
Click here to view: https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2018/05/19/video-text-presiding-bishops-royal-weddingsermon/
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You are invited….
I’m looking for a few people who are familiar with the history of our church and are willing to work with me
to update Ascension’s history to cover the past 36 years. We have the book, “We Love Thy Place (Church)”
written by The Reverend Philip G. Clarke, Jr. for the Centenary of Ascension and covers the years from
1882-1982. It is time to write a sequel which includes the very eventful years from 1983-2018. We have a
rich and wonderful history and stories to tell. Who is willing to work with me on this project ? Call or leave a
message at the church office: 882-2006.
Deedie+
A Challenge
This year 2018 we’ve pushed our Sunday attendance beyond 30. Let’s keep up the good work and
maintain 30 while we push for 40.
Our diocese has one plan for church growth and that is….invite others to church Ascension. Many of you
have heard Bishop Waldo say, when asked ‘how to grow the church?, " invite others to Ascension".
Don’t ask just one time, but many; offer to pick them up, and if necessary, offer to take them to lunch after
church.
Ascension’s Vestry

UPCOMING EVENTS
Ann Hope Wednesday Dinner
Please join us on Wednesday, June 20th to serve the hungry at Ann Hope United Methodist Church. We will
leave Ascension at 5:00 pm and be ready to serve at 6:00 pm at Ann Hope. Ascension’s super chef, John
Hulsey will be preparing a delicious meal. If you want to help cook, please contact John at (864) 710-7112 or
Tricia (843) 907-2398. Mark your calendar, The next Ann Hope Wednesday Dinner will be August 8.

Life-Line Screening

“Let’s Be Healthy Together”

Wednesday, June 20th, 9am—5pm in the parish hall at Ascension. Life-Line Screening, a leading provider
of community-based preventive health screenings, is pleased to offer a preventive health event on 6/20/2018.
Five screenings will be offered that scan for potential health problems related to : blocked arteries which is a
leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the
arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which
is closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone density screening, for men and women, used to assess the risk of
osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening
from $149 ($139 with our member discount). All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. There are
three ways to register for this event and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced above $129, please
call toll-free 1-888-653-6441 or visit http://lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or text the word circle to
797979.

Mexican Meal ——September 15th More details later as time approaches.
Time: 4pm—7pm in the parish hall

Bullying In Schools Forum——-coming to Ascension in the Fall
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Notice to the Parish:
There will be a called Parish Meeting at the conclusion of our church service Sunday, July 1.
The meeting will last no longer than 10 minutes. This will be a very positive and encouraging update
of the status of our parish. We continue to be self-sustaining and have not had the need to draw any
additional funds. Many thanks to all and let us continue to pray and carry out our ministry of
stewardship for Ascension and one another.
The Volunteers are doing a wonderful job and fulfilling a much needed ministry
to keep our parish running smoothly.
Gratitude to all—
Deedie+ and Connie
REMINDER: Please check your e-mail on Thursday afternoons for our Parish E-Blast;
Important Up to date parish news and reminders. If you are not receiving this weekly
e-mail, please contact the church office 882-2006 and leave a message with your e-mail
address with the church secretary.

